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The Marketing and Society on the Tea Road of Sichuan-Tibet Trade
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Abstract

The locality of research in this article is at shuidong xiang of ya’an county in
Sichuan Province, from late Ming dynasty to earlier Republic of China(some contents

relate to now).The article tries to argue the process that a local society in the west of

* Sichuan Province how to be brought into the structure of Sichuan—Tibet Trade in

Ch’ing dynasty.

The people of Zhongli Bajia Yang gained many derelict fields in the early Ch’ing
dynasty, and became the biggest landholder and tea planter. The Wujiakou Market
was connected with Tachienlo(dagianlou) by the long tea road after the war of Xiao
Jinchuan.The tea garden on the hill around the Wujiakou Market became flourishing,
New commercial kin and lineage came into being who introduced new idea about life
into Shuidongxiang.They apply the government building the Jiexiao Fang to show the
special status in Shuidongxiang. The people whose ancestors settled down
Shuidongxiang in Ming dynasty began to construct the new descent. On the other
hand, poor peasants served as the tea porter. The elite estate and the Si Min social
structure came into being in the steady Sichuan—Tibet Trade.The legend about
common original family home was transmitted broadly in Shuidongxiang.The lineage
and elite maintained social order till earlier Republic of China.

Because there are many temples in Shuidongxiang, it is difficult to the discuss all
of temples.The article argues that regional people divide into smaller group or
organize bigger group depended on the Jinhua temple. The example of Jian Gan Lin
Village show that temple is the center of village, which is the common village form in

shuidongxiang.

Key words:

Sichuan-Tibet trade Tachienlo huguang tian Sichuan lineage
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