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CULTURAL COMPARISON OF CHINESE AND WESTERN THEATER
ABSTRACT

Theater Culture is the whole theater arts and theater culture, the organic component

involved in theater structure, layout, audience theater appreciation habits and so on. Theater
Culture by the theater arts and culture in other parts of the impact, but also by the entire national
art and ideas of cultural influences, with a distinctive cultural traits. China's traditional drama
form of drama, Western drama is originated from ancient Greece, Roman theater, and one until
now, a Western drama is essentially still the ancient Greek Roman theater impact, with the
ancient Greek Roman theater features. Western theater history and traditions of artistic features
clearly distinguished by Dramatic art, and society as a whole ideological and cultural traditions
of different created two very different theatrical culture.
Drama, especially the dramatic history of the development not only determines the
characteristics of dramatic art, but also an important basis for the formation of theater culture,
determines the culture of some of the characteristics of theater. Case of China, the formation of
traditional Chinese opera quite late in the findings derived from the previous generation on the
basis of many art forms evolved, and highly integrated and pure artistry. These accumulated
during the formation of art given to the Chinese opera theater culture, a certain impact. Theater is
a drama theater and cultural formation of a hardware-based, from both inside and outside
perspective, the internal structure of Chinese opera theater is relatively stable.

Theater, especially the dramatic history of the development not only determines the
characteristics of dramatic art, but also an important basis for the formation of theater culture,
determines the culture of some of the characteristics of theater. Case of China, the formation of
traditional Chinese opera quite late in the findings derived from the previous generation on the
basis of many art forms evolved, and highly integrated and pure artistry. These accumulated
during the formation of art given to the Chinese opera theater culture, a certain impact. Theater is
a drama theater and cultural formation of a hardware-based, from both inside and outside
perspective, the internal structure of Chinese opera theater is relatively stable.

In the long history of basically a relatively simple stage (late stage appeared more and more
richly ornamented, but the overall layout and the stage scenery, the traditional opera stage is still
relatively simple), the relatively small and fixed The interior space-based; ancient times as a
precursor to a variety of art forms, opera, its performance that is with a strong "and entertain the
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people” feature, but since the formation of theatrical customs after a long period of time, the
Chinese drama sites in general are in the market in temple festivals, fun entertainment places,
from the Northern and Southern Dynasties to the Tang and Song has been true, Yuan was
formally established after the dramas, special performances establishments should be

Yun-born, but still has not changed its business, entertainment features, until the Ming and Qing
dynasties after the birth of a dedicated theater, this kind of secular entertainment, the civilian
nature, relaxed atmosphere of the stage is also freely shaped features are still maintained. Theater
culture, a major focus and vivid manifestation of the appreciation of the audience in the theater
behavior, Chinese opera performances, when viewers have a distinctive characteristic, that is
"cheers", applause variety of reasons, performance is not exactly the same . The reason for the
Chinese audience's appreciation of this unique behavior, and the art of opera's own
characteristics as well as China's traditional pursuit of metaphysical philosophy and cultural soil
with Mo Budiao links.

In the West, ancient Greece, ancient Rome's plays form very early, after two thousand years
ago have been history. The ancient Greek drama originated in religious ritual, flourished in the
official and semi-official at the festival, from the beginning of the birth of ancient Greek drama
on the set of the simulations, attention to reality and life, focusing on the metaphysical issues
seriously thinking artistic spirit. By the historical development of Western drama, social and
cultural schools of thought a great impact, from the West since the Renaissance theory of drama,
schools, and the constant emergence of new factions to carry out new exploration reason who did
not and Drama in Western art and socio-cultural wave in the forefront of the status, Changes in
the internal structure of the Western theater is more fold, since ancient times, the stage position
of prominence from embedded into the theater located at the central, but rather different in
different theaters, the theater space is also higher than larger traditional Chinese opera theater,
classical theater is also equipped with up to several layers of of the box. Gentle and somewhat
restrained compared to the audience to enjoy the theater acts, the Western theater's culture lies in
theater design layout, because findings derived from a Western drama, literature and art, ideas
and cultural development of the history and essence. In Western socio-cultural context, theater is
in a higher position, since forward to reflect the community's life and the metaphysical
philosophizing, inspire viewers to think ruminate role in ancient times that is affected by the
ruling class and the mainstream ideology, respected and therefore I appreciate the audience to
keep thinking of all serious condition.

Keywords: theater culture; operas; drama; culture
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