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The coexistence and the fusion is the most distinctive characteristics of the
Chinese religion, is also the most essencial structure orientation of history of it.
Therefore, in order to grasp the historical evolution of the law and the future
direction of the Chinese religion, and promote the Religious Studies development
based on the facts of Chinese religion, it will have to study this kind of

“multi-religious coexistence and fusion of the phenomenon” . As the highest form
of Chinese indigenous religion, Taoism is the multi-religious coexistence and fusion
model, living in a special status in the Chinese phenomenon of religious coexistence
and fusion of the study. It is the coexistence and fusion of major components, at the
same time also the form of the result of this fusion in most of time. Multi-religious
coexistence and fusion of the phenomenon in Songpan region it is. '

This paper, named “Reseach on Phenomenon of Multi-religious Coexistence
and Fusion in Songpan Huanglong” , is a religious investigation and research with
the multi-religious coexistence and fusion in Songpan region in the background, as
the main target of the Huanglong-temple and Huanglong-Zhenren. In it, the task is not
a thorough and detailed description of religious culture in Songpan, but rather sought
to grasp the overall look and substance by way of the link of the type and general
state of religious culture in Songpan, and reveal and establish “religious culture in

Songpan area” the model status in the “multi-religious coexistence and fusion of



the phenomenon” , so as to lay the foundation for further research on the “religious
culture in Songpan region” , to provid the sample in the research on “phenomenon of
multi-religious coexistence and fusion”, to support the modern religious studies
basded on Chinese religion.

Located in the marginal zone and the intersection of four ethnic culture areas,
Songpan is a typical area of the multi-ethnic and multi-religious coexistence and
fusion. In this region, Taoism, Chinese Buddhism, Tibetan Buddhism, Bon, Islam
and Qiang ethnic religion groups and coexist for long-term, providing the people in
this remote land of bitter cold with the spiritual support, and to achieve a harmonious
coexistence of religious culture patterns and living conditions based on the common
survival situation and structure of faith and religion. This is the basic and
fundamental features of the face of the religious culture in Songpan.

With the complete types and long history, the phenomenon of multi-religious
coexistence and fusion in Songpan is very rich, for example, the coexistence and
fusion of foreign religious culture with the indigenous religion, interaction between
different ethnic religious culture or different religious beliefs within the same nation,
and even the absorption and fusion between different sects within the same religious
pattern, and so on. Thus, in Songpan area, there is not only a general sense of the
exchanges and interaction between different religions, but also a number of focal
point for multi-religious coexistence and fusion. It is particularly important that this
coexistence and fusion has generated a godship image, “Huanglong-Zhenren”, with
the multi-layered ethnic religious culture factors. This is a model of fusion-generated
example.

In Songpan, the most exemplary form of multi-religious coexistence and fusion
is of course the Huanglong-Zhenren worship of the Huanglong-temple. Every lunar
calendar mid-June, various ethnic populace surrounding area 700-800 mile converge
the Huanglong-temple to hold the “Huanglong-temple fair” for Huanglong-Zhenren.
Population few time has several thousand people, many have more than 10,000
people. It is a big grand gathering in northwest Sichuan. As “local taoist god”, the
Huanglong-zhren godship image's initial origin or the lowest level existence is
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nature worship in Songpan, especially the “sacredmountain-mountaingod” worship
toward “Xuebaoding”. Songpan is situated at the northeast comer of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the Mt. Minshan center-section, the mountain high
mountains and the profound run-off ditch vertically and horizontally distributes.
This kind of mountainous region characteristic in Sungpan causes “mountain”
becomes the most main worship object among the numerous nature worships. This
“sacredmountain-mountaingod” worship in Songpan local worship has the
Foundational significance, which has provided the possibility for the seepage and
fusion between various national religion worships. The Huanglong-temple as a religion
holyland actually comes into being by the people going on a pilgrimage to the Mt.
“Xuebaoding”. Huanglong-Zhenren’s godship image is also fusion-generated after
the long-term evolution of the The Mt. “Xuebaoding” worship. Thus, the
Huanglong-temple fair, the Huanglong-Zhenren and the Huanglong-temple, these
three constituted the basic manifestations of religious culture in the
Huanglong-valley. '

Huanglong-Zhenren, a model production by multi-religious coexistence and
fusion, a multi-dimensional stack-up compound image, is the core of the entire
Huanglong-valley religion worship since from the Ming dynasty. In his godship
image, there are stacking with the Han, Tibetan and Qiang's multi-ethnic cultural
changes for thousands of years. It is very important to comb out the historical
evolution and the godship connotation of the Huanglong-zhenre, for gasping
religious culture in Songpan and understanding the religious worship activity in the
Huanglong-valley. Because, this kind of multi-dimensional stack-up pattern of
Huanglong-Zhenren is being coordinates from afar with the multi-ethnic
multi-religion coexistence and fusion condition in Songpan. Because contacs the
Huanglong-Zhenren with Da-Yu as well as equates it with the Huanglong-Zhenren
called Kunlun 12 Jinxian in Fengshen-Yanyi, the influence of Huanglong-Zhenren of
Huanglong-temple in Songpan is increasing day by day.

Huanglong-temple emerged before Huanglong-Zhenren. Follow the

Huanglong-Zhenren as core of Huanglong-valley religious worship,
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Huanglong-temple also becomes the centre of the whole religious holyland, and thus
formed a three in one pattern of Taoist temple as the main body, coexistence of
Buddhism and Taoism, and constituted by the three temples. Since from Ming
Dynasty, multi-religious coexistence and fusion in Huanglong-valley has a
construction process toward Taoism, in this way, the Taoist immortals image was
adopted as godship image of multi-religious fusion-generated, the Taoist temple
emerged hence also, in spite of the temple to continue to use the name of
“Huanglong-temple”, and with a strong color of folk Taoism. This native and local
characteristic of the Huanglong-valley’s religious culture reflect the Taoism direction
of inclusive integration.

In the process of Huanglong-Zhenren’s godship image fusion-generated, how a
role the Taoism played in? Why the Taoist immortals image would ultimately be
used? This is a game between diffrent religious forms, but also touches on the
essential character of Taoism. Songpan is a region with a long heritage of the Taoism,
but also one of the areas with popular worship of the Chisongzi in history. The
structure in godship between Chisongzi and Huanglong-Zhenren is similar. And
Early Ming, the reconstruction of Chisongzi-temple has been by Taoism type. All
these constitute the historical origins of the Huanglong-Zhenren’s Taoist immortals
image. Chisongzi is quite popular worship since the Han Dynasty, which itself is the
results of production fusion-generated towards Taoism.

Overall, in the religion cultural structure of Huanglong-valley,
“sacredmountain-mountaingod” worship provided the basis for coexistence of all
ethnic groups and exchange platform, and Taoism provides the form as the
evolutious direction of the multi-ethnic religious gathering, which constitute the
external structure of the multi-religious coexistence and fusion in Huanglong-valley,
as the internal structure corresponding, it is grasped in need of in the domain of the
survival situation, especially in the structure of the human mind, after all, as a life
choice and orientation, religion are the projection and display of the structure of the
human mind. Compared with the orthodox religious classic repeatedly processed, the
scriptures of civil religion are closer to the people of the natural structure of the soul.
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The scriptures found in Huanglong-temple fair is not generated in Huanglong-valley,
but its have been an integral part of Huanglong-valley’s religious culture, which -
contains a wealth of the phenomenon of multi-religious co-existence and fusion, the
analysis about it will help understanding of civil religion or belief in the higher level,
help to grasp the deep structure of the phenomenon of the multi-religious

coexistence and fusion.

Keyword: Taoism | Multi-religious Coexistence and Fusion
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