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Abstract

The commodity race was a new thing in the Chinese economic field which appeared in
the early twentieth century. Differing from the ancient temple events, it relates to the
commodity economy. Thereforeit is known as commodity race or commodity fair.The
reseach on it started in the 1980s and became active in the end of the 1990s and the early 21st
century. The reseach includes roughly the commodity race's starting, process and influence. It
also includes case study and the important people research and so on. But in terms of the form,
there are more papers than books.And in terms of the content, there are more case narrative
and introduction than the systematic discussion from different perspective which correlates
with social change in modern China. Overal, the reseach is still in its infancy and many
related areas are not coverd. Especially the overall study of modern exhibition is insufficient.

My master’s thesis is titled“ The research on the late Qing economic New Deal and the
domestic commodity race’.l try to study on that topic from the view that how the economic
New Deal promoted the commodity races in late Qing dynasty. My paper concerns some
important races hold in Beijing,Tianjin,Sichuan,Wuhan and Nanjing. | correlate the
government’s economic policy with these races. The genera structure of my paper is as
follows:

The first chapter essentially writes the late Qing economic New Deal and the origin of the
domestic commaodity race. The government made some measures to promote the industry and
the commerce in the economic New Dea such as establishment of business
division,formulation of economic laws and regulations,business adwards,and establishment of
the chamber of commerce ,all of which would provide policy support for the commodity race.
The commodity race was the product of the western tide eastward expansion and was affected
by the world exhibion.The government’s policies promted the economic development of
Chinese capitalism at that time which provided materia basis for the launching of the
commodity races. In addition,China’'s mercantilist ideas at that time also contributed to the
development of the domestic commodity races.

The second chapter essentially writes the government’s preparations and publicity for the
commodity races.For the smooth convocation of the races, the Qing government had done a
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lot of things such as preparation for costs,reduction of the tax,calling for exhibits,making the
regulation and establishment of the office.At the same time the government advocated the
race through many ways such as advertising,vernacular notices,speeches and articles and so
on.

The third chapter essentially writes the new trend of the race'installation.Although the
exhibits were mostly agricultural products,educational materials and all kinds of traditional
arts and crafts,there were some commodities which reflected the new trend of the economy
such as many marchinery,vehicles and optical instruments. There were some pavilions
sythesized the Chinese and Western styles.There were also some public facilities such as
public transport,public entertaiment,public finance,public safety and public hedth
facilities All these reflected the new trend that the government wanted to learn something
from the western.

The fourth chapter essentially writes the government’ review and research on the exhibits.
At the end of the race,the government would rewiew the exhibits and award the exhibits
which would promote the development of the economy.Moreover, the race especially set up
research work to study the exhibitsin an attempt to improve progress.At last,this chapter
writes about the influence of the commaodity races.

The New Deal’s economic policies on the revitalization of commerce and industry
promoted the development of the domestic commaodity races. The commodity race had a
strong influence on the development of the modern capitalist economy in China. In
addition,the exhibition increased the government’s financial revenue. This manifests that the
close relation between the late Qing ecnomic New Deal and the domestic commodity races.
The exploration of the commodity race’s rise and development and the examination of the
relationship between the government’s economic policies and the devel opment of the

commodity races have a practical reference for the cause of today’s Expo.

Key words: the late Qing economic New Deal  domestic commodity races interaction
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