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The Changes of Meetings in Yao Wang Temple of
Phoenix Mountain

Abstract

This thesis, based on meetings in Yao Wang Temple of Phoenix Mountain of FC City,
Liaoning Province as the point for field research, through participant observation and
deep interviews, describes the re-invention of the traditional elements and the adding
of the modern factors of the contemporary temple, and discusses the changes of the
temple.

Temple is an important element of civil society, and the temple culture is also an
important part of traditional Chinese culture. The study of temple helps us to
understand the real needs of civil society. This thesis, based on the experiences of
twice participant observation and case materials of meetings in Yao Wang Temple of
Phoenix Mountain, through combing existing research on the temple of literature,
chooses the changes of temple as the subject of the article. Then this thesis, via
observing the activities of people in the temple, shows that some traditional factors
have been re-invention by the people of today and those original forms of traditional
factors have been changed, and in the same time, temples also take on new modern
factors.

This thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter2 makes a brief introduction of
the point of field research, mainly describing the overview of the fieldwork in FC City,
LN Province, the temples in Phoenix Mountain, as well as the legend of Yao Wang
Temple. As a state-level scenic spot, Phoenix Mountain is located in the southeast of
FC city. Chapter 3 changes in the traditional ceremony: from Gods worship to seeking
interests. This chapter describes the traditional ceremony has been changed from
Gods worship to a modern means of seeking interests, which is mainly the result of
the temple priests and the staffs inherited from the use of temple rituals to seek
benefits. Chapter 4 changes in the temple meetings. from spontaneous forms to
intervening of government power. This chapter describes the temple meetings have
been transformed from spontaneous traditional forms into the intervening of
government power to reduce the religious style and develop towards the cultural
tourism. Through the interview materials, this thesis proves that such approach of
government not be desirable. Chapter 5 the economic change of temple : from

traditional markets to intervene in the market .The trade ways of temple meetings not

2



only continues the traditional vehicles on behalf of the stalls temple of trade in ways
which continues the tradition in order to vehicles on behalf of the stalls, individual
traders, etc, but aso adding the modern marketing methods of the market, in which
the enterprises make full use of modern concepts of consumption and maximize their
benefits viavariety of meansto promote their products.

Modern meetings in Yao Wang Temple of Phoenix Mountain Phoenix Mountain
draws on the religious and folk cultural characteristics of traditional temple meetings,
through the thick cultural function and potential of religion to attract the masses and
in the same time adds a modern element. Of course, these ways also add a lot of color
to people's life. In the context of social change, the increasing uncertainties in life
bring great influence to people. Therefore, the temple meetings provide a dialogue
with the Gods, as well as an open place to ease the pressure and release for the
believers.

Key words: Phoenix Mountain, meetings in Yao Wang temple,
changes
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