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Abstract

Chopin’s ballade is a bran-new creation because it is not only an unprecedented piano ballade
but also raised to a genre with drama and symphony. This genre of ballade developed by Chopin
improves its own expression and has a brand-new meaning and a magnificent epic content. In order
to get a full cognition and comprehension about the ideological characteristics and creation of
Chopin's Ballades, deepen understanding of Chopin's music and explore the expression of ballades,
it is essential to make a comprehensive study on the characteristics of Chopin's Ballades as to
demonstrate Chopin’s works and all that provides a reference or inspiration for deep comprehension
and further development of the piano music expression.

The objects for discussion in this paper are four of Chopin’s ballades. First, the paper discusses
the nationality of Chopin's Ballades based on the Polish flavors and its awareness of danger in his
works. Secondly, the paper expounds the application of romantic musical languages and techniques
in Chopin’s works based on the structure, rhythm and pathos of the ballades. Thirdly, the paper
states the dramaticism of the tragic conflict and the intense emotional performance even the great
emotional changes based on situations and conflicts of drama. Finally, the connotation of the
ideological characteristics of Chopin's Ballades is concluded that is strong patriotic nature.

It is hoped that the detailed analysis and study on the characteristics of Chopin's piano
ballades in this paper can be helpful to make further understanding and command of Chopin’s
works and to get a clearer cognition about Chopin’s techniques and intentions so that a precise
mastery of Chopin’s styles and the connotations of his works can be made and a deeper
understanding and development of the piano music expression can be achieved. Simultaneously,
the paper makes efforts to integrate the rational knowledge with the perceptual experience with a

view to promoting the performance and the teaching of music.

Keywords: Chopin, ballade, characteristics, preliminary study
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