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Abstract

The image of Chinese prehistoric loong refers to the abstract combination of the head with
the characteristics of mammal and the body with the characteristics of reptile which was
found in sites of ancient culture remains of the Neolithic Age. These images were found in
many Neolithic sites like Zhahai-Xinglongwa culture remains, Zhaobaogou culture remains,
Hongshan culture remains, Yangshao culture remains which is near to Yellow River of North
China, Longshan culture remains, Shijiahe culture remains which is in middle and lower
reaches of Changjiang River, South China, Liangzhu culture remains and Lingjiatan culture
remains, which nearly spread all over China. The materials applied in loong’s creation and
means of its processing are extremely rich and varied, developing from the array of scree and
accumulation of shell into more advanced artistic creation forms such as the clay sculpture,
colored drawing etc. Also in primitive societies, people even adopted the precious jade stone
carving to create its image, which could be seen as pushing their envelop to do it. Moreover,
the content of China's prehistoric loong’s images have developed from simple to complicated
ones, until the unification of all different images too, which also develops from the image of
reptile into the assemblies of the head of mammal and the body of reptile gradually.
Furthermore, there is basically the same prototype of loong’s image in one archaeological
culture, such as the jade pig-loong of the Hongshan culture. The characteristic of this image
indicates the prehistoric loong’s image, after going through the long evolution course, has a
relatively independent cultural meaning gradually, implying the historical orbit of
development and merger of Chinese nations. Loong is the animal that does not exist in our
nature. Chinese ancient people chose loong as the symbol of Chinese nation's culture, which
reflects the primitive people's thinking psychology, aesthetic standards, totem culture,
wizardry etiquette and civilization processes, and it shows the magnificent footprints of the
development of human civilization as well. From hiding in primitive religion concepts, until
showing in clan's totems, the image of loong has gradually become a kind of culture
accumulation and symbol of Chinese nation, which has also reflected the cultural

development process of Chinese ancestors from barbarism to civilization.
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