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Abstract

Mr. Sun Yiqiang, a Chinese-American pianist and composer, combines the characteristics
of the Chinese folk music with the style of romanticism together to create the musical works
with Chinese characteristics. The piano work Dancing Grains was composed by Sun Yigiang in
the early 1960s. In the work, a distinctive theme is expressed very well by the concise, vivid
and inartificial musical language. Skillfully combining the European traditional composing
techniques with the Chinese folk musical language, the work fully displays his special music
style, and is very popular among most of the pianists.

This thesis tries to make a brief analysis on this piano work from the aspects of creation
background, composing techniques, tonality analysis, musical structure, performance hints, and
teaching instruction, etc. It aims to accurately understand and grasp the work in performance
and teaéhing, and to appreciate the charm of the folk music.

The music theme of this piano work is based on the peasants’ laboring life in the
countryside. The pcaséhts’ happiness from the celebration of the bumper harvest is vividly
depicted by situational description, smart and concise musical language, vigorous and brisk
rhythm, and lyrical melody. The traditional music is well integrated with the modern techniques,
and the Chinese music is ingeniously combined with fhe western music. With the distinctive
national connotation and the original effect, this Work is considered as successful Chinese
piano music.

In this work, the composer made a great breakthrough in the creating technique by
skillfully integrating the techniques of the European musical theory into the Chinese musical
language. The work completely reflects the national mode and tonality, in which there are
various designs for harmony and distinctive musical image. The exploration and innovation
made by Mr. Sun Yigiang in modern composing techniques provides a comparatively
successful example for the composition of Chinese piano music, which still influences Chinese
musical circles to some degree. At that time, the work was not only one of the Chinese tunes
frequently played by Chinese students, but also enriched the Chinese i)iano works for
performance and teaching. Therefore, the work has made great contribution to the
nationalization of the piano music composition, and has hclped to promote the development of
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the Chinese folk music in the piano music education.

So far, the researches on Mr. Sun Yigiang’s piano work Dancing Grains both at home and
broad are not very complete. Most of them focus on the analysis of composing techniques and
the musical form, but the researches on the artistic characteristics, teaching and performance
are comparatively rare. Thus, this thesis emphasizes on the analysis and research of this work
from multiple perspectives. There are many training items about the piano performing skills,
such as the control of the voice part, the exercise on the rapid outward side-swipe, the
controlling exercise on the little fingers, arpeggio, the rapid legato exercise, the exercise on the
maintain sound, the octave exercise with two hands playing together, and the leap exercise on
chords and duel tone, etc. All these exercises are very favorable for promoting the students’
ability in the thinking of multiple parts and in the stretch, control and movement of the fingers.
Certainly, some technique-training items involved in Dancing Grains are comparatively
difficult and belong to the intermediate and advanced level. However, the author thinks that this
work can be used both as the special teaching materials for the amateur piano players whose
level is higher than seven grade, and as performing tune for the concert. Meanwhile, the work
can be divided into several musical fragments and used as the practicing tunes to replace other
tunes with equivalent degree of difficulty. Therefore, it is necessary to deepen our research on

this work not only in the field of teaching, but also in the performing practice." -

Key Words: piano work; artistic characteristics; analysis on the musical form; performing

techniques; teaching
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