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Abstract

Cheongsam, as one of unique art forms, is an important chapter in the history of
the development of Chinese clothing. It’s developing, improving and evolution,
reflected in the external of human cultural orientation in different social and historical
periods, is a witness to aesthetic history of Chinese people.Today, a wide range of
cheongsam cultural research has been carried out, which includes many aspects such
as historical source, aesthetic culture, artistic expression and process structure. With
the concept of sustainable development, we need a new viewpoint to re-position and
think the art of cheongsam, and make its artistic elements better adapted to modem
aesthetic needs.

For building a perfect design framework, this thesis studies the art of cheongsam
as a kind of visual symbols from the view point of semiotics and visual psychophysics.
It is in favor of expanding the area of cheongsam culture theoretical study; also, it is
in favor of good design symbols which are abstracted from the art of traditional
cheongsam combining with modern elements for better services for the moderns.
Broadly speaking, the study of the visual symbol is conducive to promoting the
development of diversified design by bringing new inspiration and elements.

Combining with many methods such as document retrieval, shape comparison
and case study, the thesis begins to study from semiotics related theory. First, it
analyses the causes of symbolize from the source, evolving and developing of the art
of cheongsam. Second, the semantic of cheongsam like overall shape, collar, sleeves,
bosom, panties and button trays are summed up as three elements such as shape, color
and structure for analyzing the connotation of semantic function of cheongsam visual
symbols.

The last part of the thesis is the focus of study. From the perspective of cognitive
psychology, it puts forward the new point of view in response to the question that how
to make batter use of cheongsam visual symbols in modern clothing design. The point
of view is using some appropriate means of reconstruction to show the art features of
cheongsam visual symbols once again by strengthening cognition and increasing
popular elements. At last, some design cases are given to prove the feasibility of the

point of view.

Key words: cheongsam; symbols;-language; semantics; modern fashion design; use
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Z—, ¥ERAT—EMERLBR. RIHKTSEREFSENERFEER R
MAEGHFAHEEHARBATSERIGHSRENES RBNENEE
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&, XL BT TRRAEN DN . BREEAMNSENHAXE RN —L&
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BEF A E I BB, BT PE  — 2 MR Y 2 F DL DL A HE
BERTSHARIFIE. EMERRHEZARO SRS, BHEE -4
HEVMREENFURERERATS B, AN, BX-WETSHA
HRARAARF I, GERRTFENRURNTSTRETRBRER
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HHF AR, NHSERENTSHEMEENXTRHSHZNRE,
BMEX. "HNRZSMAERAR —MHANNKS, ARMLGEAERE
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