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A study on the three sonatas of Prokofiev in his
later period

Major: Musicology
Master student: Ouyang Yili
Author: Prof. Zhang Yougang

Abstract

Seregy Sergeyevich Prokofiev (1891—1953), a pianist and conductor f Soviet
Russia, is one of the world-wide well-known composers in the 20™ century. His work
covers almost all the music styles. During his life, he contributed over 130 pieces of
music to the humans. As an innovator of music creation, his artistic achievements were
no less than any other figures of his time. Especially the piano sonata, which had form
the three significant stages of his musical life, played the central role of the 20™ century
piano music. The piano sonata should be valued as the masterpieces of piano music,
considering the grand structure, the depth of content, the excellent skills and the
innovative means of artistic expression. So, it is particular important to investigate on
Prokofiev’s creative conception, composing skills and artistic pursuit that much differ
from others’.

This paper is designed to investigate the NO.6. NO.7&NO.8 piano sonata of
Prokofiev in his late years, which are now named as “The war sonata” .Based on the
theory of composition technique and the three pieces of music, the investigation is
trying to study how Prokofiev managed to apply traditional music technique to manifest
his modemn spirit. This paper consists of five parts. Part One, Introduction ; Part Two,
Study on the melody; Part Three, Harmony study; Part Four, Tonality study; Part
Five,Study on the form structure. Through a through research on the structural elements,
the paper is aimed at revealing the essential characteristics of Prokofiev’s music art
having an in-depth examination of the relation between tradition and innovation of
Prokofiev’s.

Key words: Study on the melody Harmony study  Tonality study Form study
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FEHRRAE b AR B4 F R EME BB AN —RE IR,

1.2 EFHFRRMZRAEREHERZE I

RS « H/REPGED - T FIIERR (Seregy Sergeyevich Prokofiev,
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;R CEANY (ZF3%). B/ARIEREIE “TEEMR T Mt 5 £ ERKIRENK
SrezwEies” ® ARREARHNE RERERTRETTRE. '
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Bl PR, —AW KA SR BT ) EARBEERER. EF
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RFEME FFRRFEMN, 1909 FEVFIEMIE. 1914 S AH TGRSR
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EHIES, RFRE E RS B2 IR R E O ERERREE, TR0 T S
REFEFAEE K BEORER, BRI EZFEMBENATRE HIREZIR
K EH FESE D REMIARE, RS B o STk 5 7 B I 78 (AL 3 XA

© FHEER, (BAEREL), H#TRIEMRE, 2003 %538, $375 7.
®[HIKE - HHR %, (EDRFIMA), THARMME, 1999 AB 18, $31 K.
® fRAE: (RBHFEFE) (Richard Leonard:A history of Russian Music), Minerva Press, 1968 4, %296 7.

2



T1E 5
. _ _______ _  __ __ _ _

BREERERTNREXNIIE, RELTRIERR A SUREN £ R
BUEXR, HZBABMEW, TR TRMFELEFRIED “ IS TR iEE”
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FURKMEAS. MEIBEERSS. XEERERR LB HSHML; AL
HEREERF LN DA E 0, K& L AR, 718, SEREYE, 8
EHRHIRBER, FRALEXESREEEFINRE.
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® BPERFE, (ETHIERXY, ARTREMRM, 1998 F5, B8 H.
® THEFE, (CTHIFEMKY, ARERILML, 1998 £K, 2283 .
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