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Abstract

Abstract

For the economic geography of Sichuan at the end of the Qing Dynasty as
well as the period of Republic of China in mordem times, there are still few
academic studies.Beginning with the situation in Sichuan Province, taking the
modern medical herbs trade research to which the academic community paid little
attention as the breakthrough point, this paper will try best to fully and truly reflect
the development of commodity economy and the degree of market development in
Sichuan since modern times.

The paper points out that, since the earliest medicine market appeared in the
mid-Tang Dynasty in Zi state City of Sichuan and developed nearly thousand years,
with Chongging ports opened and chuan jiang opened at the the end of the Qing
Dynasty, the medical herbs market in Sichuan gradually developed from the small
regional market to more mature market nets covering the whole country such as
the northwest, southwest and northeast, Guangdong and Guangxi, and even the
world . With the help of organizations-medicine gang, as well as the
operators-zihao, Stack line-xing zhan,and shop-pu hu, medical herbs are carried
into whole country and the international market from the origin market to
distribution market, and then to export markets. In the marketing process, the
whole medical herbs market system changes with the political environment and
economic conditions changing.

The full paper is comprised of three parts:introduction, body and conclusion.

Introduction will summarize the current researches on the economic
geography of Sichuan by academic community, and will explain the reason why
choose this topic from the academic value and practical significance.

The body is divided into four parts, introducing the following issues: the first
part will introduce the history of the production of medicinal herbs and traditional
market of medicinal herbs in Sichuan Province, as well as the status of modern
medicinal herbs trade in Sichuan Province's foreign trade and in the country's
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Research on the medical herbs market in SiChuan in modern times

export trade. The second part will analyse that why the medicinal herbs market in
Sichuan is so prospered. The paper believes that there are two reasons: external and
internal reasons.External factors are the following: a unique geographical
conditions in Sichuan, as well as the convenience brought by improvement of
modern transport conditions. Internal factors are considered as follows: the
producers of medicinal herbs-farmers' benefits, the main components of
market-medicinal herbs traders, as well as the organizers and regulator of the
market-government. The third part will show the operation system of the market,
describing several important medicinal materials distribution market, as well as
their trading situation, the development situation of medical industry and financial
industry. The fourth part will analyse the reasons that why the medicinal herbs
market in Sichuan was towards shrinkage and decline after the anti-Japanese War,
as well as the inspiration it brought us. This paper attempts to restore the broad
history, and simultaneously analyses why medicinal herbs market in Sichuan came
to prosperity first, and then went to decline in unique political and economic

environment, hoping that it can give us some reflection and inspiration.

Key words: si chuan , Modern time, Medical herbs market, Medicine

gang, Regional economy
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