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Three Piano Sonatas in the Period from Classicism to Romanticism

Abstract

Sonata is a major vehicle of sizeable piano music. During the Baroque period, a
significant- number of keyboard sonatas appeared. In the Classical period, piano
sonatas improved steadily and reached the pinnacle of creation. In the Romantic
period, the creation of piano sonatas gradually decreased, but some outstanding works
were created. As a major genre of piano music, the large number of piano sonatas,
despite their identical musical structures, have sharply different contents, styles, scales,
performing methods, and thoughts and feelings conveyed, as well as unique musical
vocabulary as a result of the specific era. The tremendous number of works, the rich
art connotation and the diversified art styles have opened up vast room for the art
research on piano sonatas, and therefore deserve further in-depth studies.

L.v. Beethoven was a greater master of sonata creation. He inherited the tradition
of piano creation of Vienna classicists in his early years, innovated in his intermediate
years, and developed a new sonata creation style in his later years; the thirty-two piano
sonatas that he created are dubbed the “New Testament” of tonic piano music. F.S.P
Schubert, one of the representative figures of Romantic sonatas, inherited Beethoven’s
sonata creation styles and created about twenty-two piano sonatas. In comparison, E.F
Chopin, the representative figure of Romantic creations in the intermediate period,
created merely three sonatas, but these sonatas are immensely important. In a certain
sense, the creations from Beethoven to Chopin, are an epitome of the evolution of
sonatas from the Classical to Romantic style. This paper provides a comparative study
of three representative works by these three composers; it not only sheds light on the
historic evolution of sonatas from the Classical to Romantic style, but also reveals their
typical significance for us to grasp the different art features and styles of the two
different styles of sonatas and to identify the direction of the development of sonatas,
thereby deepening the understanding of art development, creation and performance of
sonatas.

The research in this paper is based on the creation of three sonatas and music
analysis and takes the first movements of the three sonatas as the primary examples in
a comparative analysis which is aimed at revealing the similarities and differences of
their musical forms and performances.

Key Words: Classicism; Romanticism; Piano Sonatas; Beethoven, Schubert;
Chopin; Comparative Study
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