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Abstract

Abstract

Since 2004, Mr. Bao Yuankai, a famous Chinese composer, has stepped into the

field of symphony writing. With a frequency of one every year, he has contributed
| three major works: Symphony No.1, “commemoration”, Symphony No. 2 “Sketch of
war”, Symphony No. 3 “Peking Opera”, which have obtained hot response from
music area both domestic and international.

Mr. Bao Yuankai began his symphony production after his remarkable
achievements and rich experience in music fields other than symphony, especially in
orchestral music. With his long term accumulation in different types as well as in
different styles of traditional Chinese music, and with his long term research in
different genres of music writing, the composer built a solid foundation in symphony
creation.

Beside the art tradition from European maestros, such as Ludwig Van Beethoven,
Johannes Brahms, Gustav Mahler and Dmitry Shostakovich, who depicted major
subject mater with magnificent movement, Mr. Bao Yuankai also inherited the explore
of Chinese culture and spirit manifested in the symphony of Chinese composers such
as Ma Sicong and Chen Peixun. Free-minded but precise in structure, unique style
without compromise in the fluency of melody, Mr. Bao Yuankai’s symphony provided
precious experience to subsequent Chinese composers in syncretizing the Oriental
style and the structure of western symphony as well as the related harmony,
polyphony and orchestration.

In this thesis, Mr. Bao Yuankai’s symphonies were comprehensively analyzed in
subject structures, methods of evolution, skills in harmony and polyphony, with
reference of all his orchestral music and with focus on his three symphonies. The
structure map and sample scores of Mr. Bao Yuankai’s three symphonies are also

attached.

Key words: Bao Yuankai; Symphony; Chinese Music; Music structure;
Orchestration; Harmony; Polyphony.
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