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Abstract

Compared to the million years of human chronicle, the civilization of Taiwan is
rather short. Although Taiwan has merely a few hundred years of history, she has a
legacy of rich cultures. And cultures are the best proof of history. For less than 400
years, Taiwan was governed among Holland and Spain (1624-1662), Kingdom of
Tungning (1661-1683), Qing Dynasty (1683-1895), Japan (1985-1945), lastly
Republic of Taiwan (1945-present), experiencing the baptism of time, leaving a
brand mark within the Taiwanese culture.

ccording to surveys made in 2007, 80% of Taiwan’s population has religious
commitments. Religious belief of the Taiwanese is closely linked to the early
immigrants from the eastern west coast of China. Besides facing the stormy seas
during their journey to Taiwan, they were also struck by natural phenomenon like
floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, malaria.....after they have settled down. Under these
circumstances, the Chinese started to believe in the force of nature, god, spirit and
they began worshipping. Thus, religions in Taiwan became very well-received. This
results in various religious events like worshipping of deities, temple fairs, wake
ceremonies.

The “Orchestra” discussed in my thesis has grown up in the above mentioned
environment. Its existence is closely associated with the governing of Republic of
Taiwan, the migrating of immigrants, prospering of religions, modern urbanization,
the esthetic of local folks. Hereby, I would like to share my point of view on the
researches I have make on the “Yi Ming Orchestra”, contributing to the records of its
roots, religious activities participated, development, and its changes throughout the
years. The “Orchestra” which plays an important role in performing in holy and

customary rituals, manifest the unique traditions of today’s Taiwan.

Keywords: Orchestra, Yi Ming Orchestra, Ceremonial Ceremonies, Performing

troupes, Religion, Cantonese music, Customs, Urbanization.
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