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ABSTRACT

This thesis concentrates on the 1920-30s Shanghai’s recreﬁtional space,
such as, cinema, theater, ballroom, storytelling hall and so on. In 1920-30s
Shanghai's commercial metropolitan environment, many kinds of metropolitan
recreational spaces emerged rapidly, such as playground, high-grade cinema,
new-style theater, ballroom, affilicated storytelling hall.These spaces were not
only material spaces, but also were constructed by political discourses and
commercial discourses. These recreational spaces were stratified, different
kinds of recreational places were stratified for the differences of their locations,
internal facilities, ticket prices, performances and audience. Moreover, there
were stratifications between recreational places of the same kind. Even in the
same recreational place, different seat’s grade was different. At the same time,
different kinds of recreational activities were also stratified, Beijing opera,
Shaoxingwenxi, Shenqu, Wenmingxi and local drama’s.status were different in
Shanghai's theater. Different audience chose different kinds of recreational
activities and different recreational places, this formed and strengthened their
self-status approval.In some sense, recreational activity had become the
method of strengthening their self-approval.

The introduction of this thesis is 1920-30s Shanghai’s political, economical,
cultural, social situation and resident’s life, Shanghai’s richly colorful
recreational activities were developed under this background. The first chapter
elaborates Shanghai's storytelling hall, analyses the stratification of storytelling
hall and the performance of pingtan in storytelling hall. The second chapter
concentrates on Shanghai's theater, analyses the difference between Beijing
opera, Shenqu, Shaoxingwenxi, Wenmingxi ,Modern drama and other local
dramas in locations, audience, ticket prices, etc. These diversities led to the

stratification of dramas in Shanghai. Audience’s appreciation of different



dramas was the method of strengthening their self-approval. At the same time,
this chapter has also analysed how does drama performing places transform
from old type teahouse to new style theater. The third chapter analyses the new
recreational space, playground’stratification in Shanghai. The fourth chapter
changes sight to the cinema in Shanghai which attracted the largest quantity of
audience in 1920-30s, pays more attention to the cinema and its stratification.
The stratification of cinema strengthened the self-approval of audience. At the
same time, this chapter dicusses which discourse constructed cinema into
recreational space, political space and educational space. The fifth chapter pays
attention to the new recreational place, ballroom, anslyses the ballroom’s
stratification and the staff in it, discusses the influence of this stratification to

the customers’ self-approval in ballroom.
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