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TEMPLE FAIR:
RECORDING THE CHANGES OF THE TIME
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The liveliness of temple fair is continuing in lantern fairs.
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Temple fair, a cultural heritage of Chinese people, is a concentration of extraordinarily rich feelings and faith in civil society.
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T he time-honored Shandong temple fair,
combining traditional essence with the
new spirit of the times, has been passed
down by generations. It features vivid traditional
ethnic characteristics, either in religious sacrifice
or temple marketing, conveying ordinary people’s
good wishes for life and a new cultural inheritance.

“The temple fair is a series of activities including
gathering, sacrifice, amusement and trade. It can be
inferred that temple fairs originated from ancient
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custom of sacrifice.” Assistant professor Li Hao from
the school of folklore study of Shandong University
was quoted as saying. Nowadays, the temple fair is
an essential folklore event for Shandong people.
Beyond temple, it is held in open areas like garden
and square, mostly for culture, trade and amusement
activities rather than religious purpose. The unique
Shandong temple fair culture stemming from colorful
local temple fairs attracts tourists from home and
abroad.
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