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XU MEIL: TO BE A BURNING RED CANDLE
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ccompanied by the birth of Beijing opera, Jinghu (a Chinese bowed string

instrument used primarily in Beijing Opera) has an artistic history of 4

centuries. However, Jinghu accompanists used to be thought of only as the
foil for serving the brilliant singing. Like You Jishun and Yan Shouping, most of the
successful accompanists were men, but few of their female counterparts became
well-known. Nevertheless, Xu Mei is an outstanding female Jinghu accompanist in
Shandong province.

In the 10th China Arts Festival, her solo performance “The New Tune of Plum
Blossoms” gripped the audience in the Provincial Grand Theater. Later, she shone
out as the only female Jinghu accompanist and achieved great triumphs in the
Beijing Opera Performances in the Beiyang Grand Theater.

Xu Mei is not only an excellent artist but also a civic-minded and caring person.
She helped six passengers in the sudden torrential rain storm on July 18th, 2007.
She organized “The Helping Hand Activities” designed to bring compassion and
support to needy people and students, assisting them with clothes, funds and skills
training.

As the deputy director in Shizhong district of Jinan municipal committee of the
Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang, Xu Mei has brought forward
several reasonable and practical proposals to offer comments and suggestions on

the urban construction.
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