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Folk Customs in Jinan
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Bian Que, the forefather of the traditional Chinese medicine whose hometown is one of the
important resources of celebrities’ culture in Jinan.

Will the Medicine Market Gathering Come back?
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The Medicine Market Gathering in Jinan has over 400 years’ history, the experts appealed for

recovering of the fair.
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he Medicine Market Gathering is

familiar to Jinan residents over the

age of 50. “For the local people,
the Medicine Market Gathering in Jinan
was an unforgettable experience creating
memories that will last a lifetime,” a Jinan
culture expert said.

The Medicine Market Gathering
evolved out of a temple fair. There is a
story concerning the origins of the temple
and medicine market gathering. Sun
Fangbo, a chief executive of Shandong
in the Ming dynasty, who often got sick
because of poor health, found that he
could be cured by taking medicine. Being
superstitious, Sun Fangbo decided to
build the King of Medicine Temple for
the sake of protecting his own health
and seeking the benefit of the common
people.

Sun Fangbo chose to build the
temple on the vacant lot in front of Baotu
Spring with his own funds. Occupying
an area of 20 mu, construction of the
King of Medicine Temple took more than
a month. The Comment on the King of
Medicine Temple by Liu Chi, a famous
local scholar, recorded the reason for the
temple construction, saying that a person
named Sun Fangbo who used to get sick
constructed the temple to express his
gratitude for being cured by medicine.

Now it is impossible to find out
layout of the King of Medicine Temple.
However, according to Liu Chi's
description, Shen Nong was the major god
placed in the main hall with Qi Bo and the
King of Medicine situated on both sides.
There are ten famous doctors standing
along the corridor, who are Lei Gong,
Qin Yueren, Changsangjun, Chunyu Yi,
Zhang Zhongjing, Hua Tuo, Wang Shuhe,
Huangfu Shian, Ge Hong and Sun Simiao.

When completed, the people began
to search for effective prescriptions and
medicine in the temple with the wish of
praying for safety and health. The annual
temple fair, in which sellers gathered for
trading medicinal materials, was called
the Medicine Market Gathering. From
the perspective of Chinese Linguistics, a
“city” is developed with the expansion of
a “market”. The city where there is a well-
developed market economy enjoys rapid
growth. This also applies to Jinan.

People attended the market gathering with
family and friends. Carrying wishes for safety, peace
and health, pilgrims streamed into the temple to
burn incense. Businessmen fell down in adoration
before the gods, praying for a roaring trade. People
exchanged magic pills and prescriptions with
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others outside the temple. The medicine market in

Jinan boomed in the middle of the Qing Dynasty.
Then, the market became so overcrowded that it
was extended, covering the areas of Sanhe Street,
Zhengjuesi Street, Shanshui Ditch, Xiangmen Alley,
Jitan Alley, Quansheng Street, Jingzhong Street.
In the golden age of the medicine industry, other
related trade and the interflow of commodities was
promoted with the help of the five big drugstores
and eight major pharmacies.

Experts are appealing for the
restoration of the 398-year-old medicine

market gathering.



