Kermis on the Thousand Buddha Mountain
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Folk Customs in Jinan
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n the reign of Emperor Chengzong in the Yuan Dynasty, it

was decided to hold rituals and ceremonies to honour the

Three Emperors, Fuxi, Suiren and Shennong, during which
high society and ordinary people attended the Buddhist activities
in temples to make reverent petitions for refuge and protection
of God. Businessmen arrived with seasonal commodities for the
ritual practices. In consequence, a mountain fair which attracted
people from all walks of life emerged and lasted for several
dynasties.

The “September ninth mountain fair” was also named
“the persimmon fair”, because it took place in the season for
persimmons. Red hawthorns came along with the numberless
persimmon stalls. Persimmon sellers produced rounded-strings
of persimmons with hemp rope to attract buyers. Young people
and children were happy to wear the persimmon strings around
their necks. The fanciest goods were concentrated in the toy
market where kites, masks, bamboo swords, and talc monkeys

were sold. Among them, mud toys and wooden toys were the
most popular. Sellers employed lottery draws, hoopla and
shooting games to boost sales.

The temple fair lasted for a long time, and included a three-
day traditional opera performed under the decorated tents.
Other activities like circus, magic show and monkey tricks were
introduced at the fair. Booths selling incense candles, touch
papers and native products could be found everywhere. Taking
one day off, bringing drinks of chrysanthemum, all kinds of
people enjoyed themselves in the fair. Traffic was a problem on
that day as streets were crowded. Tourists could be carried up
the mountain in a sedan chair.
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Nowadays, as one of the cultural markers of Jinan, the Thousand Buddha Mountain
Kermis is endowed with broad meaning.




