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the Gulou Streetscape.
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Festive Lanterns Lighting up the Lantern Festival

he Lantern Festival, also known as the

Yuanxiao Festival, is the merriest and

liveliest occasion of the Chinese New
Year season, celebrated on the fifteenth day
of the first lunar month. It is also the climax
of celebrations for the Chinese New Year
in Yantai. As suggested by the name of the
festival, festive lanterns have traditionally
been the most distinctive celebratory sight on
that night. Setting off rich festive atmosphere
in Yantai, beaming red lanterns and colorful
banners are hung up everywhere in bustling
downtown and remote fishing villages: on the
gates of institutions and factories, along streets
and alleys, and inside stores and shops. Many
people make exquisite DIY lanterns, some
for embellishing rooms and lighting up the
doorway, and some for children to play with.
Many households also make bean lanterns
by kneading bean flour dough into lantern
shapes, which they steam, put in lamp wicks
and fill with bean oil. People would carry the lit
lamp around their yards to illuminate the dark
places.

The most famous lantern show in Yantai
used to be the one held around the Palace
of Heavenly Queen (also known as the Grand
Temple) at the seaside in the urban area. Days

before the festival each year, the Taoist priests
in the temple would put up lantern sheds for
the show. Local businessmen, fishermen and
some wealthy families would send celebratory
lanterns over. On those lanterns were patterns
with such themes as “happy and propitious”
and “the barge of mercy ferries all,” which were
designed with antique flavor in a mysterious
style of their own.

When night fell, people of the fish shops on
the brim of the Taiping Bay and the east coast,
and those on the merchant ships and fishing
boats at anchor there would “float lanterns.”
They put lit candles on wooden boards and set
them afloat to the sea, which was their way of
praying to the Sea Goddess for their safety on
the sea. The flickering candles, like the array of
stars in the night sky, dotted the sea and drifted
away along with the waves. In the city proper,
the facades and show windows of all shops
and stores along streets were decked up with
various lanterns symbolic of such concepts of
blessing, happiness, prosperity, and longevity.
Lit candles were also put at both sides of the
doorway footsteps of every household. That
was a true bright sight of “lanterns and candles
of myriad families!”

The bustling Grand Temple lantern show
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has become memory of the past. Now various
large-scale lantern shows are staged every year
on Yantai Hill, in Yuhuangding Park, Nanshan
Park, and the Culture Square on Nandajie
Street, which are more resplendent and
magnificent blending traditional flavors and
modern features. On the night of the Lantern
Festival after eating the sweet dumplings,
which symbolize happy family reunion, the
local people, old and young, all go out to
watch lanterns. Huge crowds with all sounds
of excitement in a sea of lanterns present a
scene of revelry, a real picture described by an
ancient poet’s lines: /s there any family who
stays at home idle when the full moon is up?
Is there any place where there are lanterns not
watched by people cheered up?

After the Lantern Festival, the exciting
Spring Festival celebration activities will
dwindle. Soon, people who have traveled home
in the Spring Festival holiday for family reunion
will return to work, students will start their
new semesters, farmers will be busy with their
spring plowing and sowing, and fishermen will
engage themselves in preparations for fishing
on the sea.



