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SONG CHANGLIN:
GREATNESS IS HIDDEN IN CALMNESS
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s towering buildings are
supported by internal stecl
frameworks, the extensiveness
and profundity of Chinese Beijing Opera
is propped up by many schools.
Outstanding among many schools
is the Qiu School. Founded by Qiu
Shengrong, Qiu School Beijing Opera
was born in the 50s of last century. After
its birth, it was passed torch by torch
to later generations. Fang Rongxiang
was a second gencration disciple of the
Qiu School, followed by two groups of
Qiu School disciples. There have been
four generations altogether. In the third
generation of Qiu School, there are many
famous talents, Song Changlin, who is
the present vice president of Shandong
Peking Opera Theater, is among the most
outstanding.Song Changlin was born in a
peasant family. One year, when Shandong
Lu Opera Troupe was recruiting students
at his hometown Rongcheng, he rushed
1o take the exam. Unfortunately, he failed
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to be admitted because an interviewer
said that he could not grow much taller
judging from his short fingers. It is not
known whether it was fortunate or not;
maybe God was playing a little joke with
his fate, Subsequently, the Peking Opera
Division of Shandong Wugqi Art School
recruited students in Rongcheng and he
was fortunate enough to be admitted after
performing some "model opera” arias.
When he was enrolled in the Art
School, he was assigned to leam laosheng
(an old male in Beijing Opera) thanks
10 his thin figure. However, in a report-
back performance of the Ant School, Fang
Rongxiang, the famous Qiu School hualian
(male character in Chinese opera with a
painted face) performer of Shandong Beijing
Opera Troupe and other famous artists were
invited to watch. After the performance,
pointing at Seng Changlin, Fang Rongxiang
said 1o the teacher who accompanied him:
"This is a gifted kid, but he would be more
outstanding if he performs hualian.” After
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that, Song Changlin switched 1o learn
hualian under the correct guidance of Fang
Rongxiang.

After graduation, Song Changlin
was assigned to Shandong Beijing Opera
Troupe with excellent scores and took
Fang Rongxiang as his master and has
leamed opera from Mr. Fang since then.

Momentum is not expected in his
performance which, however, requires a
style of decency, calmness and greatness.
Onc cannot expect any surprised expressions
when watching his performances, or any
startled high and hard pitch when listening
to his singing. Everything scems calm and
neutral. You can feel the power, thickness
and greatness, which can make you feel awe
and give you the aesthetic pleasure of calm
and tranquility. Song Changlin’s performance
shows a comprehensive quality of acting,
ment

ging, ing as well as temp
and spirit, which is more spiritual. If you
appreciate him from separate pants, you have
not read through him.



