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Clay Sculpture

lay sculpture is a kind of ancient traditional
Cfolk handicraft art popular in China. Taking
clay as the raw material, the handicraft
workers mould the sculptures with their hands.
Most of the clay sculptures are figurines, animals
and legendary images from the myths, which reflect
people’s anticipation of the good life. The simple
and traditional patterns of the clay sculptures are
still very popular. In May 2006, the State Council
of China approved that clay sculpture art be listed
among the first list of national-level non-material
culture heritages.
Chinese clay sculpture art can be traced back to the
Neolithic period more than 10,000 years ago. Later,
terra-cottar figures, terra-cotta animals, terra-cotta

horses and wagons and terra-cotta boats appeared.
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During the Song Dynasty, clay sculpture flourished.
The diversified-shaped small clay sculptures could
be used as ornaments at home and toys for children.
The production of clay sculptures was available
throughout the country. During the Qing Dynasty, two
famous schools of clay sculpture—Clay Figure Zhang
in Tianjian in the north and Huishan Clay Figure in
Wuxi of the south—were formed.

The process of making clay sculptures is very
complicated. Clay—the raw material for making clay
sculptures—needs to be carefully prepared. The
sticky clay should be selected. The clay is prepared
by beating it with a hammer, mixing it and adding
cotton, paper and honey to the clay to increase the
toughness. After modeling, grinding and drying, a

finished clay sculpture can be made.




