


The Charm of
Peking Opera
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From October 20 to November
2, 2008, the Fifth China Peking
Opera Art Festival, which was
jointly sponsored by the Ministry
of Culture and Shandong
Provincial Government, was
concurrently held in the main site
in Jinan and the sub-sites in
Qingdao and Zibo. The Peking
Opera Festival held this time is
the largest organised event held
so far. In terms of the Peking
opera programs and the number
of famous Peking opera actors
and actresses participating in the
festival, it is second to none of
the previous festivals.

At the same time, the First
China (Qingdao) Amateur Peking
Opera Performers” Cultural
Festival, which was jointly
sponsored by the Chinese
Theatre Association and Qingdao
Cultural Bureau, and co-

sponsored by Qingdao Amateur

Peking Opera Performers’
Association and Shenzhou Poetry
and Calligraphy Pictorial, was
also held in Qingdao.

Ever since the city was
established, Qingdao has been
one of the four famous cities of
Peking operas in China. People
living in Qingdao loved to watch
and perform Peking operas. In
the 1920s, Peking operas were
very popular on the stages in
Qingdao. During the 1930s and
1940s, among the 10-odd
theatres in Qingdao, six to seven
were engaged in the performance
of Peking operas. Many famous
Peking opera actors and
actresses used to perform Peking
operas in Qingdao.

Over the past three decades
since China implemented the
reform and opening-up policies,
Peking opera performance has
developed rapidly in Qingdao.

The number of amateur Peking
opera performers has constantly
increased. Many amateur
performers volunteer to establish
many clubs. In the park, by the
seashore, and at the cultural
centers in the communities, or
wherever, people can watch the
Peking opera performances.

The First China (Qingdao)
Amateur Peking Opera
Performers” Cultural Festival
provided a platform for such
amateur performers to meet
together to discuss the
performance skills. Taking
advantage of this festival, even
more people will be attracted to
watch the Peking opera
performances
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The performances of Peking opera by amateur performers
can be seen in the streets and parks in Qingdao




