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Go West to Nihewan——Unscrambling the History
of Ancient Human and the Uplift of Yanshan
Mountain
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Abstract When did the Yanshan Mountain uplift? When did
ancient human occur in China? Where is the estuary of the ancient

Yellow River? All those questions are being paid close attention to
by geologists and anthropologic community. During the course of
surveying the profile of Nihewan strata, the fluvial-lacustrine strata
of upper Pleistocene Malan formation was noticed at the foot of
Xishan and in the Yanging basin. That means the Yanging-Zhuolu
basin uplifted after late Pleistocene and reached to about the eleva-
tion of 1 km. The Yongding river and Baihe river, both are mean-
dering stream located in mountain area, are the evidences of the
Xishan’s fast uplifting began in 20 000 years after late Pleistocene.
During the survey, the nappe structure of Jimingshan in Xiahua-
yuan was reviewed, that was formed during the late period of Yans-
han movement and with the basin-range tectonic geomorphological
pattern. The Nihewan basin beside Yangyuan was famous all
around the world because of the discovering of Nihewan Fauna by
an English geologist named Barbour in 1923. The profile of Taier-
gou in Yangyuan including all of the strata from Pliocene to Late
Pleistocene, and that is one of the best profiles of Quaternary in the
world. The environment proved by lacustrine sediment and fossil
showed that this area was a suitable place of living for ancient hu-
man. In recent years, ancient human’s fossil was found in the stra-
ta of Nihewan formation, which was the evidence of “Nihewan
Man” living before 1.5 Ma. It is a great achievement in the field of
ancient human research. The Nihewan basin, including Datong-
weixian-Yangyuan basin and Zhuolu-yanging basin, always kept the
same elevation with North China alluvial plain during Pliocene and
Late Pleistocene, and uplifted to the elevation of nowadays through
fast uplift movement. So it is probably that the old Yellow River
flowed through those basins from west to east and poured into Bohai
Sea finally at those epochs. The event of fast uplifting during Late
Pleistocene caused the Yanshan mountain became the watershed of
Yellow river system and Liaohe river system.

Key words Nihewan basin, Nihewan Man, Ancient Yellow River
channel, fast uplift of Yanshan mountain, Beijing Xishan
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To Protect Biodiversity is to Safeguard Human

Themselves
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Abstract  Biodiversity refers to the diversity of all the creatures in
the biosphere of the earth, including animals, plants, microorgan-
isms and the genes they possess and the habitats they live on. Three
hierarchy levels of biodiversity consist of gene diversity, species di-
versity, and ecosystem diversity. Overuse of natural resources and
misuse of species resources have been accelerating the degeneration
of natural ecosystem and species. International community has es-
tablished biodiversity convention to conserve the biodiversity. Chi-
na, as one of the richest biodiversity country in the world, faces
great challenges from biodiversity conservation. However, a varie-
ty of measures have been put into practice, including policy mak-
ing, establishment of nature reserves, and ex situ conservation of
reproductive organisms.

Key words human, species, biodiversity protection
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