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Romantic Love Story after the Peony Pavilion
—On the Drama the Fairy of Butterfly of the Late Qing Dynasty

ZHU Heng-fu

Abstract: The author of the drama the Fairy of Butterfly Huang Zhi lived from the late Qianlong reign to
the late Daoguang reign of the Qing dynasty in Taiping of Zhejiang province. The opera was written in
1830. Although he adhered to Tang Xianzu’ s thought and plays, consciously took the Peony Pavilion as
an example, Huang Zhi acted carefully to innovate on the basis of Tang’ s creation method of the Peony
Pavilion. The spirit of young men and women in pursuit of love is more persistent in Huang’ s drama, the
connection between the two clues of realistic and romantic is closer and embraces artistic authenticity.
Because of its progressive thinking, amazing structure and plot, vivid characters and elegant and natural
language, the Fairy of Butterfly was adapted into a peking opera repertoire the Tomb of Lovers by Luo
Yinggong and Cheng Yangiu.
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