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Historical Enlightment of Wenzhou Kungiang Tone

SUN Chong-tao

Abstract: Wenzhou used to be named Yongjia, and Wenzhou kungiang tone is now known as Yongkun.
It experienced an era of extremely brilliant. In the late Qing dynasty, local operas flourished in
Wenzhou. In the Republic of China, such dramas as Beijing opera, Shaoxing opera occupied the domi-
nant position in Wenzhou theaters. However, Wenzhou kungiang tone survived thanks to the four basic
laws relating with the rise and fall of a drama, namely the advantage of characteristics, the pillar of per-
formers, the vitality of the repertoire and the lifeblood of the market. It is a valuable historical enlighten-
ment for the support, reform and development of kunju.
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