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On Genres of Shaoxing Opera

GAO Yi-long

Abstract: Shaoxing opera genres are a typical character of the most distinctive local drama besides
Peking opera. A genre comes into being owing to rich accumulation, unique style and prevalence. It is
gradually acknowledged by audience and experts in practice. Characteristics of a genre are embodied in
performance and comprehensive quality and style as well as vocal music. A fancy for the nascent, original
and diversity is psychological basis for the existence and inheritance of a genre. The time calls for new
genres.
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