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Modern Opera Changes and the Rise of “Four Famous Dan Actors”

GUO Kejian
( College of Music, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The first half of the 20th century witnessed the rapid development of traditional Chinese opera.
Using the historical literature, opera criticism and analysis, this paper bstudies two opera changes in the first
half of the 20th century. It claims that the changes of the traditional opera were closely associated with the rise
of national capitalism occurred in the regions south of the Yangtze River. Under the intense conflict and colli-
sion of cultures, the traditional opera selectively drew lessons from and absorbed foreign stage art, and gradu-
ally flourished through the marketization of stage play competition. Peking Opera made the highest artistic a-
chievements in these changes. With the various genres contending in beauty and fascination, Peking Opera
stage art especially “Mei Cheng Xun Shang” , the so-called “Four Famous Dan Actors” jointly helped Peking
Opera reach the glory in the first half of the 20th century, and created the supreme peaks of the classical opera
art.
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