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The Color Reconstruction of Buddhist Statues Unearthed at Longxing Temple Site in Qingzhou,
Shandong Province: A Case of the Buddha Statue No. 23 of Northern Qi Dynasty
Zhou Linlin, Gao Shan, Li Qiangian, Wei Shuya, Ma Qinglin

Abstract: In ancient China, in order to highlight the noble and magnificent character of Buddhist statues, col-
ored pigment were mostly used to make up the statues (stone statues, stone sculpture, clay, clay with wood core) after
the shaping procedure, making it more attractive for people to reverence and worship. During the long history, be-
cause of improper maintenance and other human destruction factors, most of the painted statues have been broken,
damaged, desquamated, faded and stained etc., compared with their original appearance. How to study and restore
the makeup style of the painted statues in former days has become a hot research topic for archaeologists, attists, art
historians and archaeological conservators for a long time. With rapid technological advancement, a variety of meth~
ods should be applied for the digital restoration of the statues. In specific, a three—dimensional mold was obtained by
three—dimensional laser scanning and molding, color information was gained by scientific analysis, and virtual restora-
tion as restoration exploration. The multiple methods are jointly very meaningful for an exploratory research. This
study takes the ruins Buddha statue (No.23) of Northern Qi Dynasty (AD 550—577) unearthed in Longxing Temple
in Qingzhou, Shandong as an example. On the basis of historical documents and archaeological studies, the color anal-~
ysis of pigments and color pattern compositions were used to virtually restore the color and dress when it was first cre~
ated. The results could provide a feasible model for virtual restoration of this site and other Buddhist relics, and also
provide the basic material for the VR and AR.
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