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A Discussion of Techniques and Ideas of the Investigation and Restoration of Cultural Relics with Color Painting
Zhang Xiaotong

Abstract: Cultural relics are basically classified by materials. However, based on practical works, we have
discovered that paintings on cultural relics have historical, cultural and technical importance. It is not only be-
cause of the magnificent colors, but also because painting is the most intuitive artistic expression of material relics.
By choosing painting as the research subject, many works have been done, which obtained great achievements in
areas of pigment analysis, paint skill research and historical inheritance evaluation. There are numerous kinds of
painted relics broadly distributed in China, mainly including painted stone relics, painted clay sculptures, painted
earthen wares, murals, painted wood relics, painted lacquer wares, even painted metal relics. Proper techniques
and ideas have to be chosen when dealing with painted relics made of different materials. The differences between
those techniques and ideas, however, are not exclusive. Instead, there are connections between them. The author
attempts to generalize the experiences derived from many investigation and preservation projects that she has in-
volved for years, including painted stone relics, painted clay sculptures, murals, painted architecture, etc. Different
investigation and restoration techniques and ideas for different materials are discussed in this article, in order to
gain meaningful professional support and cooperation.

Keywords: Painted Relics, Cultural Relics Restoration, Color Painting on Architecture
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