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Reason of Sand-Dust Storm Eastward Expansion During Historical Period

SONG Yu-qin' > ZHANG Li-xiao'
College of Environmental Sciences  Peking University ~ Betjing 100871  China  Shapotou Desert Research and Experiment Station — Cold and Arid
Regions Environmental and Engineering Research Institute ~ Chinese Academy of Sciences  Lanzhou 730000  China

Abstract The characteristic of sand-dust storm evolvement during historical period was primarily analyzed in this article.
The result shows that the sand-dust storms began to expand eastwardly from Han Dynasty. It had spread all over the
northern China during the Ming and the Qing dynasty. This change was correlative with the climate change but the
northward shift of political and economic center and irrational grassland reclamation are the essential reasons.
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