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Field Research and Overview of Local Music Performance in Pingyang County in

Qing Dynasty
Sun Hao
[Abstract] Located in the central region in the vast plains of Northern China, Pingyang county in Shanxi province boasts a
long history of ritual music, which has been recorded in focal chronicles, analysis of which provides a glimpse of the charac-
teristics of ritual music in the county. With diversified forms and rich connotations, the local music performance falls into two
categories, namely the music for sacrificial ceremonies sponsored by governments of various levels such as those prac-
ticed in temples and the folk music performance organized by locals in celebrating matrimonial happiness and festivals, of—
fering condolences and welcoming the ardent of springs. These performances includes dance, drums and gongs, singing
and drama, which are considered gist of local music culture of Pingyang county with articulate features.
[Key Words] Pingyang County, Local Chronicles, Music for Official Sacrificial Ceremonies, Folk Rituals



