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Historical Review of Traditional Chinese Opera in 20" Century
HE Yu - ren

( Chinese National Academy of Arts, Beijing 100029)
Abstract ; In 20" century, China experienced a magnificent era and social life experienced a great change. In early
period, similar as the late Qing dynasty, Kunqu further declined and local opera further thrived. Accompanied with
the capital reform movement, opera reform rose vigorously and developed throughout the whole nation. The reform
movement stressed the social function of opera and advocated to use opera to criticize old thought, old culture, and to
use opera form to propagandize democracy, to transform social tradition, and to inspire national spirit. In 20" century,
modern Chinese opera was in an historical era of exploration and practice. The construction of Chinese opera historiog-
raphy was a significant historical contribution in 20" century. Taking predecessors as the example, scholars in opera
circle in 20" century had achieved a lot in literature arrangement, textual investigation of plays, and playwright re-
search. In addition, in the course that traditional opera transformed into a modern one, scholars make great efforts to
practice modern opera education. Minority opera is a significant part of our national opera, and popular and classical
plays together formed an opera cultural corridor and became treasure of Chinese culture.
Key Words:20" Century; Traditional Chinese Opera; Opera Reform; Modermn Chinese Opera; Chinese Opera Histo-
riography ; Peking Opera; Local Opera; Minority Opera
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( _E#%%5 8 T1 ) art disciplinary construction. Since we have already understood such situation, we should not establish
our national art discipline to be western theory, but should walk out of a peculiar way suit for China. We completely
have belief and ability to establish theoretical system of art science with Chinese characteristics.
Key Words: Aesthetics; Arts Theory; Art Discipline; Consider the Situation; True Meaning of Art



