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Innovation and Inheritance ; Qi Rushan and
the Modernization of Traditional Chinese Opera

SU Yong - li
( Chinese Department of Narjing University ,Nanjing 210093 China)
Abstract : The article is about Qi Rushans theory ,focusing on his study of the substance and renovation of traditional
Chinses Xiqu. It is clear that he has experienced from criticizing Chinese Xiqu to praising it with reference to Weatern
drama ,which interestingly indicates the change of Chinese intellectuals’attitude to traditional Chinese culture. He con-
giders “No movement that is not‘ dancified” ;no sound that is not* musicified’ " as the substance of traditional Chinese
Xiqu. He also advocated renovating traditional Chinese Xiqu nuder this prerequisite. As a conclusion, as Iargue, al-
though Qi Rushan holds the ostensible characteristics of Peking opera, he neglects the inherent characteristics of tradi-
tional Chinese Xigu throughout Za ju in Yuan dynasty to Chuangi in Ming and Qing Dynasty to Peking opera and other

regional forms( Difang xi).

Key words : Qi rushan; The substance of traditional chinese opera;Innovate traditional Chinese opera; Western drama
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