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Religion, culture, and utilitarianism: An academic

review of rural temple festivals in China

YUE Yong-Yi
(Institute of Folklore and Cultural Anthropology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In the context of using temples to promote education and strengthen our country, the rural
temple festivals with worship as their core are often related to superstition and stupidity. Apart from
the external value such as the economic and educational functions, scholars have paid relatively little
attention their internal value. Since 1949, the dominant ideology has rendered the old temple festivals
new connotations like great social development and prosperity as well as the people’s becoming their
own master. With the continued curiosity, the scholars concerned since the reform and opening-up in
China have had a repositioning of their cultural and hereditary value and an understanding of their cul-
tural system based on a consideration of the village life, but this dominant “renaissance-based” inter-
pretation is limited to utilitarianism and functionalism. The more workable approaches to the study of
Chinese temples and religions are an integrated study of the family and the temple as well as the prac-
tice of the ordinary believers.

Key words: temple festivals; religion; culture; renaissance; subjective perception of present
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