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Gods, people, and the state: A research on the formative mechanism of the village

multi — God - worshiping diaspora with a focus on Yanwu Mountain in Fugou County

JIA Teng
(Institute of Farming Culture and Social Development, Zhoukou Normal University, Zhoukou 466 001, China)

Abstract ; Through the observation of various god temples and local people’s behaviors during the periods of temple fairs in Yanwu

Mountain, this research concludes that this village — based multi ~ God — worshiping diaspora reflects the faiths and demands in the lo-

cal rural society. Exploring the local governments’ leading role in the cultural activities of the temple fairs and the dual cultural interpre-

tation of the temple fair by the state and the civil society, plus interviews with the active participants of the temple fair, this paper de-

scribes the generative process of such diaspora against the background of social transformation, that is, based on legends and driven by

activists, it is achieved under the multiple demands of a negotiation in a specific social and ecological environment.

Key words:folk culture; multi — God - worshiping diaspora; generative process; Yanwu Mountain
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