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The Traditional Temple Fairs and the Construction of

Rural Public Space
——A Case Study of Worship of Shun in Shaoxing

YUAN Jin
(Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: The traditional temple fairs have been highlighted as rural public cultural activities
full of regional cultural characteristics in recent years. The renaissance of traditional temple
fairs not only helps to reconstruct the belief space but also provides the construction of rural
public culture with specific context, among which the Shun temple fair in Shaoxing is a typical
representative. Temples, mass organizations and group cultural spirit identity on affection and
belief of local people, the three parts comprise a stable public space which is full of centripetal
force. From the aspects of geographical carrier, space structure and public spirit, it expresses the
idea of public space in sense of modern Sociology and fulfills the idea of protecting in the process
of inheritance.
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