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Criticism and Acceptance: Luxun and Hushi’s Cultural Selection
of Mei Lanfang

WANG Zhi — wei
(Institute of Literature Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732, China)

Abstract: During the modemn Chinese drama reform movement with the orientation of “improving the old dramas
and creating the new ones” , both Lu Xun and Hu Shi had had a fierce criticism on the traditional Chinese ~old dra-
mas” . But because of the differences in character, aesthetic interests and approaches to life, Lu Xun’s criticism of

Mei Lanfang, the Beijing Opera arts master, showed a strong “personal inclination”, while Hu Shi, on the cont-

rary, took a different position.

Key words: Lu Xun; Hu Shi; opera criticism; Mei Lanfang; aesthetic difference; cultural personality
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