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"Fengxiang clay figures are

lifelike!" I blurt out this after I have =

a look at Hu Xinming's works.
Hu Xinming's home is at the

Liuying village of Fengxiang &

County in Shannxi Province,

which is famous for its traditional ¥

crafts, clay figure.

Hu Xinming looks common as

other farmers are. Being a clay fig- '

ure craftsman, he is a world class personage. He is granted "China Industrial Art
Master” by the UNESCO. His clay figure works arc on display at China st Finc
Works Exhibition of Folk Artists and at the World Fair held in France. Crowned as
onc of the best presents for kids by the Global Children's Orga;nizutiom his works.
won honor in 1990 in Singapérc and was laurclled as "An Exclusive of Chinese Folk
Art" by the Ministry of Culture. His clay horse and clay ram created in 2002 and 2003
are sclected as the major patterns for traditional Chincse lunar new ycdr stamps by
the China Post Burcau, and meanwhile won the golden prize at All-China st Tourism
Products Design Competition.

On the entrance of Hu's home, the self-colored clay models are evetrywhere in. his
courtyard. A fitful aroma of the clay gives me fresh and amiable feelings. The ani-
mals' models arc in different bearings. Inside his rooms, there are more than 200
varictics of clay animals and figures of legendary storics. The colorful ones arc dashy

and festal, while the black-and-white oncs arc simply natural.




