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蔡氏泥塑早在清代便以“南蔡北张”闻
名于世。蔡大权是泥人蔡第四代传人．早

年毕业于华西医科大学，自幼酷爱家传

技艺。其作品既继承又创新，用料考究．

做工精细．题材广泛．形象逼真，为中国

一绝。多次参加国内展出和外事展演活

动，多次获奖，深受各界好评。海内外多

家媒体对蔡泥人和蔡大权先生作过报道。

泥巴和清茶的芳番

在一个冬日的早晨，我们来到成都

市博物馆内的蔡泥人工作室．采访泥人

蔡第四代传人蔡大权先生。恰逢中央电

视台的记者专程采访泥人蔡．于是我们

两家媒体的采访同时进行。

几杯清茶散发出幽幽的茶香．蔡先

生和我们聊起了过去．聊起了泥人蔡的

历史。泥人蔡四代家传．早在清朝乾隆中

期．蔡泥人的开创者蔡思尊便以塑佛像

闻名．与泥人张并驾齐驱．世称南蔡北

张。蔡氏泥塑艺术经过几代人的发展创

新，艺术手法日臻完善．作品题材不断拓

宽．原料配方更加科学．大大丰富了泥塑

艺术的表现力。蔡先生还说．蔡氏泥塑艺

术经历了一个从神到人的过程。一开始．

为寺庙塑佛像．后来才开始塑。传真像”

(以真入或其照片为模特塑出来的像)．

再到后来塑室内装饰品(如仕女像等)。

艺术是没有国界的．在解放前．蔡泥

人就受到美国人的喜欢。那时常有美国

空军士兵到成都．一位士兵多方打听，找

到蔡氏泥塑第三代掌门、蔡大权先生的

父亲蔡结武先生．要蔡先生给他塑一个
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“传真像”。解放后，蔡氏泥塑艺术像其他

许多民间艺术一样，受到党和政府的重

视．党和国家领导人刘少奇接见蔡结武

先生时说一定要保护民间艺术．陈毅元

帅到成都还专门探望了生病住院的蔡结

武先生。

“八大金刚”护卫左右

蔡大权先生白幼聪明好学．从树德

中学毕业后，在父亲的建议下，他选择了

华西医科大学。作为民间绝技蔡氏泥塑

的第四代传人．蔡大权的选择不无道理。

民间泥塑艺术最大的一个缺陷是比例失

调，有的驼背削肩，有的头大手长．究其

原因．是对人体结构把握不准确。蔡大权

学医．从解剖学的角度来了解人体结构．

对人的体态、身体各部分比例关系有了

深入的了解。也就是说，蔡氏泥塑到蔡大

权先生这一代．有了长足的发展．艺术与

科学有了更加完美的结合。

风雨如晦的十年浩劫．蔡氏泥人艺

术也遭到了灭顶之灾，许多珍品被毁．只

有西南民院博物馆现在还保存了一套

《五十六个民族》，栩栩如生．维妙维肖。

毕业后，蔡大权被分配到成都二医院当

医生．他就利用休息日，节假日练习泥塑

艺术。“做了砸烂．砸烂又做．就这样一

遍遍地练习。我相信总有一天艺术会重

见天日!”果然，“文革”结束后不久，文

艺界迎来了春天。1 985年。蔡大权先生

的作品获奖．成都本地几家报纸作了专

访，外地和海外的报纸竞相转载。1 988

年．蔡大权先生提前退休．专门从事泥塑
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艺术的研究和创作。

去年，蔡氏泥塑艺术曾经出现过几

百人报名学艺的壮观情形，经过层层筛

选，多方考察．包括蔡氏泥人第五代传人

蔡振宇在内，蔡大权先生共收了八位学

生．人们戏称”蔡门八大金刚“。(蔡先生

说．蔡泥人有一个家规，传内不传外，传

子不传女．但是他认为民间泥塑艺术是

属于国家、民族的，为了使这门绝技更好

地发扬光大，他宁可得罪祖先．也不能对

不起中华民族。)”八大金刚”都有不错的

美术素养和泥塑艺术功底．平时都有各

人的工作，但只要一有时间，他们就聚在

先生的工作室里。聆听教诲，悉心揣摸，

反复练习。在成都市博物馆举行的首届

巴蜀文化节期间．蔡先生率众弟子现场

表演。一盆泥，一根木棍．一团棉花．在

蔡先生的手里．不到半个小时，就成了不

仅形似，而且神似的妙品。作家罗清和先

生是一个孝子．想请蔡先生为其仙逝多

年的母亲塑一尊像，怎奈年代久远，照片

模糊。蔡先生说没关系．让罗先生在一边

讲述母亲的面容。一盏茶的功夫，罗母慈

爱的面庞便重回眼前，让罗先生泪眼婆

娑。现场还有许多早年旧作，活灵活现，

逼真传神，前来参观的人络绎不绝。

让民间艺术之花长盛不衰

事实上，蔡先生是墙内开花墙外香。

从20世纪80年代末起，蔡先生的作品在

香港、台湾。新加坡、韩国等地区和国家

就很受欢迎。不时有人来找蔡先生，要他

为长辈塑像．带给远在海外的亲人．以慰

离情。香港凤凰卫视、台湾无线卫视到四

川采访还对蔡先生进行了专访，带来了

海外朋友对蔡先生的问候。

看着儿子和学生们的进步，蔡先生

十分欣慰。他毫无保留地传授蔡氏泥塑

绝技，要让这支民族艺术的奇葩开得更

美丽，更芬芳。他还告诉我们，蔡泥人已

经走出只有社会效益没有经济效益的境

地，现在，有许多人慕名而来．签下订单。

韩国的艺术机构还盛邀他到汉城举办作

品展。他和他的弟子们还潜心研究泥塑

艺术的提高之路，他的弟子们有不同的

艺术营养，有的曾学习油画，有的曾学过

剪纸．有的学过雕塑，他想以泥人为中

心，开发彩陶、藤编、剪纸等相关门类艺

术品，使天府之国的许多民间艺术种类

得到发展和提高。

． 天气虽然很冷，有许多艺术界的朋

友到场．又有很多参观的群众，可谓高朋

满座．蔡先生的兴致很高，脸上时时露出

笑容。当他如数家珍地向我们介绍他多

年来的作品时．就如同一位母亲慈祥地

介绍自己的孩子，或者说像一位老农高

兴地介绍自己丰收的稻谷。
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TheF阳g腿nce ofClayand Tea

On a winter moming，we got to Cai’s

clay fig嘶ne studio in Chengdu Museum，

aIldhad areportonMr．CaiDaquaIl，me

successor of山e fburth generation oflliren

(clay figudne)Cai．We began our chat in

a slight teaperfume．Mr．Cai talked about

his past and the(1eVelopment of niren Cai，

me‰ily-heritaged technique．Early in
the middle of Qianlong Reign in Qing

dynasty，Cai Sizhun，me initiator of n证n

Cai was known for Buddha statues．His

skills was equally matched that of niren

Zhang in nortll China．So in teIms ofclay

figurine，there went the saying”Cai in

soum aIld zllang in noml”．n们u曲years’

deVelopment aIld creation，me an of Iliren

Cai is印proaching perfect．1’lle subjects

are getting boarder and the stuffs and

f0珊ulations are getting scien曲c．Tllose

greatly e嘶ch the expressionism of clay

figurine．Mr．Cai also said mat mey first

made clay figu血le for Buddha in temples，

men to 1if色．size statue and later to indoOr

decorations．

Art knows no bounds．Before 1949．

Americans were fond of Cai’s clay

figu血e．h mose ilays，Americall air fbrce

soldierS Occasionally caIne to Chengdu。

Once a soldier inquired fbf and finally

found Cai Jiewu，father of Cai Daquan

and the successor of me 3rd generation

of niren Cai，aIld requested for a portrait

statue．After 1 949，as many other folk

ans，Cai’s clay figurine was Valued by
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goVemment．Liu Shaoqi said mat it was

a must to protect folk arts when he

received Cai Jiewu。珊len MarShal Chen
Yi was in Chengdu，he especially visited

Caj Jiewu，who t11en w硒ill in hospital．

Cai Daquan‘s Eight D耋scipl鹤

Mr．Cai is iIltelligent arld fond ofstudy

since王lis boyhood．After gmduatiIlg f幻m

Chengdu Shude Middle School，adViSed

by his famer’he emDlled at Wrest China

UniVersity of Medical UniVersity．This

decision was reasonable fbr him．the

successor of the fburth generation of

Nir既Cai．nle biggest deficiency of foll【

clay figurine waS outof硼删ion．Some
were hunchback，some slopiIlg shoulders

孤d sometoobig head ortoolong姗s．
A11 these were due to lack of body

anatomy．Cai Daquan 1earnt medical

science，got to how me humaIl锄atomy

in light of anatomy and had a good

unde倒柚ding ofh姗肌body．In粕od衙
words，ttle Cai’s clay figurine has been

greatly impr0Ved by combining an蛐d

science．

The ten-year culture reVolution waS

a great cal卸[1ity for Cai’s clay figurine．

M锄y man，elous works were des扛oyed，

except the hfeHke”fifty—siX na的naH陆s”，

which is now stored in me museum of

Southwest Institute for Nationalities．

After graduation，Cai Daquan was

硒sigIled to Chengdu No．2 Hospital to be

adoctor'He menpracdced clayfiguIine

in his spare time。“Complete one and

smash it．Do such again and again．I

belieVe anⅡmst debut itSelf one day．”

Sure enough，not long afkr tlle end of

CultIIre；Revoludon．Ⅱle literatllre and art

circle was f诧e from imprisonment．In

1985，Cai Daquan’s works were awarded'

粕d local media repofted him粕d t11en

some overse硒media also reprinted tlle
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report．m 1988，Cai DaquaIl retired ahead

of schedule and began tO specialize in

clay 69urine art。

Last year'mere occurred a View tIlat

hundred—of people queuing for

qualification to 1e踟the clay figurine
after him．After repeated siftings，Cai

DaquaIl acc印t eight disciples，including

Cai Zhenyu，me successor of the fifth

generation of niren Cai。The eight

disciples are good at amstic equipment

and foundation．Usually tlley do t11eir

works respecdVely．Ⅱdme pe珈【litS，mey

will gamer at C时s studio，listen to me

ins缸uction and prac廿cing吐me and 6me

again．During tlle period of 1 st Bashu

Culture FestiVal held in Chengdu

Museum，Cai led his disciples t0 live

perfo皿加ce．A b雏in of clay'a wooden
rDd and a figu血eop 0f co魄on gr{t(Iuauy

tIlmed out to be a magic work aJike in

appea珀nce锄dinsp砬innomore吐l孤
half an llour in Cai’s hands．Wnter Luo

Qinghe w舔a deVoted son，and wan砌Caitom抵aclay蛐forlliS咄
、Ⅳhopassedawayye躺ago．But岫ph0幻
of his mother was bluI’ry fbr years’

abrasion．Mr．Caj did not mind it and

asked 1vIr．Luo to narrate his motherls

countenance．A while 1ateL tlle arIliable

face of Luo’s motller reoccun．ed to L以o．

whowaSver、rtllankful．Atme site，mere

displayed many ViVid锄d lifel龇works

made m his eady daVs．The visitofs c锄e

in endless stre锄．

’Ihe垂’IOwer Of lf’Olk Art Keeps

Blooming

Since tlle end of l 980s．Cai’s works

are popularized in Hongkong，7I越wan，

Singapore，South Korea and other

districts aIld countries．Some people硒k

Cai to make clay figu血le fbrmeireld黜

so that mey could bring it abroad aIld

console吐le sentimentS of s印aration．

．Caifeltve巧coIll]fortableattIle sighc

of虻s son and his msciples‘pIDgress．He

um-eservedly instrIJcted me眦hIliques of

C酊s clay figur．me．He wishesⅡle nower

offolk aItwm ke印bloomiI唱be卸碰-讪y．

He also told us thatniren Cai now has

r10t oIlly social benefitS but also econ0血c

udli妙M觚y people c唧etollimforllis
f抽1e．nle amsdc b(迥ies of Sou吐l Kor黜

invited him to hold works exllibition in

Seoul．He and his disciples are

concen廿{Iting On studies of clay fig嘶ne

art．His disciples are specialized in oil

painting，paper—cutting and statue

respecdvely．He w锄ts t0 ta：ke centerin

clay fig嘶e趾d exploits related color-
pIDttery，Vine—w釉g觚d p{Iper_cuning∞
matdi胝nt鼬0ffoIl【artsinSichu锄
c雒be developed龃d iⅡlproVed．

n伽ghitw硒cold，m柚y硒endS 0f

art circle canle t0 his stIldio as well器

audience．Cai was h吨h in spirit and

sometimes smiled．He in缸oduced his

worbto璐，jllst嬲amomer虹啁峥删加uth盯childor雒趾old鼢删
at'out his bountifhl crops．
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