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On the Development of Qingiang Opera in Urumqi
in Qing Dynasty
Mai-Yuhua

(Institute of History, Xinjiang Academy of Social Sciences, Urumgqi, Xinjiang 830011)
Abstract: Qingiang Opera, one of the most ancient local operas in China, is an important Chinese cultural
heritage, and can even be regarded as the most original opera in China. Meanwhile, it is one of the operas
which have been popular among Xinjiang residents for the longest time, sharing the same fame as Hebei
Clapper Opera and Beijing Opera in Xinjiang. Since its introduction into Dihua (now called Urumgqi ) in
Qing Dynasty, a great deal of troupes of Qingiang Opera have emerged, with Qingiang Opera winning a
strong support from the audience and a great popularity among the people of different social classes. This
paper aims at undertaking a rough analysis of the historical development of Qingiang Opera in Dibua (U-
rumgi) in Qing Dynasty, hoping to help readers understand this topic and the relevant social background
information, and further promoting the historical research on social and cultural lives of Xinjiang in Qing
Dynasty.
Key words: Qing Dynasty; Urumgi; Qingiang Opera; Development



