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The Color Features of Clay Sculptures Decorated with
Colored Drawings in Fengxiang, Shaanxi Province

GONG Shan - shan, TIAN Jun
(Dept. of Art & Design, Xian University of Arts and Science, Xian 710065, China)

Abstract: From the points of regional culture, traditional tint and the concept of Five Elements and Five Colors,
the paper explains the use of color in the Fengxiang clay sculptures, Shaanxi province. It is pointed out that the un-
bleached colors are mostly and frequently used in the sculptures, among which the bright colors like blue, red,
yellow, black and white are most common, which is also the reflection of the Chinese traditional concept of Five El-
ements and Five Colors. Absorbing the nutrition of loess plateau in Shaanxi, Fengxiang clay sculptures have dis-
played the diversity of styles and colors. The distinctive color features of Fengxiang clay sculpture is its originality,
simple and unsophisticated, fervor and purity. The simple, exaggerated and plain pattern of the sculptures reveals
the aesthetic pursue of folk craftsman and heroic and earthy customs in northwestern Shaanxi.

Key words: Clay sculpture in Fengxiang, Shaanxi; tint; Five Elements and Five Colors; favor in red; regional
color; custom
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