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Loess and Environment
LIU Dong-sheng
Geology and Geophysics Research Institute Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100029 China

Abstract The loess highland which lies on the land surface of the earth where human beings lived in the past and
are living at present is one of origin of the national culture of China. It is one of the three archive banks of contem-
porary climate environment. When carrying out research taking the contemporary sand storm as a reference to the
formation process of loess the loess highland is a huge natural laboratory. In the study of the loess highland made
by Chinese geologists the cipher of the loess highland has been decoded on six larger scales thus recognizing in
depth the situation of global geological change of mankind. Viewing from the present record the human global
change must be an accelerated global change but we are able to control its speed and scale so as to obtain reasonable
sustainable development.
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