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Table 1 Anti - rust performance of Dagqi
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Table 2 Components proportion ( weight proportion) and
characteristics of Daqi putty
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Fig.2 A section of the statue repaired with yellow mud
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Fig.1 Sketch Map of Colorized Clay Statues’Section Plane
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Fig.3 Reinforcing the surface of yellow mud with daqi
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Fig.4 Daqi brick powder putty as surface
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Fig.5 Effects of siatues being repaired
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Fig.6 Reinforcing with daqi
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Fig.9 Surface repaired with daqi putty
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Fig.7 Ground layer reinforced with daqi
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Fig. 10  Colorizing the surface
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Fig. 11 Effects after Restoration
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The application of Daqi (lacquer) in conservation and
restoration of Guanyin Temple in Xinjin, Sichuan

ZHOU Ping,FANG Ping,LIU Dong - bo,JING Yan,WU Peng
(Xi'an Center for the Conservation and Restoration of Culture Relics,Xi'an 710075 ,China)

Abstract; The clay sculptures of the Guanyin Temple in Xinjin,Sichuan, were made long time ago. However, inap-
propriate materials, such as cement and plaster,were later employed for maintenance and restoration. A few of the
clay sculptures are broken, missed ,and severely damaged. Their restored parts keep shrinking and expanding, which
have caused severe problems of expansion, distortion and falling — off. Therefore, some sculptures have needed re-
pair. Daqi (lacquer) is insoluble in water but dissolves in organic solvents such as alcohol,acetone,xylene,and gas-
oline. It hardly dissolves in any solvent and can remain stable after drying. This property makes it uniquely durable
and wear — resistant. Dried Daqi (lacquer) can endure high temperatures and has excellent electrical insulating
properties. In 2007 , Daqi was used in a project to conserve clay sculptures in the Guanyin Temple. The proportion of
components to make Daqi brick powder putty is as follows: 50g brick powder,50g Daqi and 10g water. Daqi was
used as glue agent while applying gold foil. The whole restoration work progressed smoothly using Dagi according to
traditional techniques.

Key words; Dagqi (lacquer) ;Conservation and restoration ; Application
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