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Radiocarbon dating of the real body clay of the Taolist Statue at
Matou Mountain, Zhidan County of Shaanxi Province

QI Yang', ZHOU Ping', ZHANG Li — mei®,LIU Cheng?,LI Bo'
(1. Xian Centre for the Conservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage, Xi'an 710061 ,China;

2. Institute of archaeology and M

University, Xi'an 710069, China;

3. Heilongjiang Museum ,Haerbin 150001 , China)

Abstract: The radiocarbon dating technique has been widely used in archaeology, geochronology, palaeo — clima-
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tology and palaeo — geography. To determine the date of the real body clay of the Taoist statue at Matou ( Horse —
head) Mountain, Zhidan County of Shaanixi Province, the AMS 14C method was used to date straw obtained from
the statue. The result shows that the most likely date of real body clay of the Taoist statue is from the middle of the
17 century and end of 18 century.

Key words: Taoism; Real body clay statue; Radiocarbon dating
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Fig7 The polarization curves of the blank,MT
and B72 samples under water solution
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Fig9 IR spectra of inorganic —organic hybrid
MT(MT)MTES(M),TEOS(T),mixture of MTES
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Fig.10 IR spectra of inorganic-organic hybrid

MT before(B) and after(A) the UV radiation
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Fig8 The pictures showing the iron coins before and after conservation,after corruption
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Fig13 Clay statue Fig14 '“C sample position Fig15 Graph of original condition of arts
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Fig16 Sponge used as surface dry Fig17 Phytagel™ used as surface wet
cleaning cleaning
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