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On March the Third T’ ai-pao Festival of Lishui
As Recorded by A Canadian Catholic Missionary

Shen Hong

Abstract: William C. McGrath, Prefect Apostolic of Lishui, was also the editor of China, the Scarboro
Foreign Mission Society’s monthly. In The Dragon at Close Range (1935), McGrath included 63 of his
sketches written in Lishui, Zhejiang Province, as well as 110 photographs taken there. One of his sketch-
es and seven of his photographs faithfully recorded a devil procession he had witnessed. The present arti-
cle takes clues from both Chinese and English sources, in an effort to understand the content and histori-
cal development of this particular form of devil procession. It also aims to prove that this devil procession
recorded in McGrath’ s book is none other than March the Third T’ ai-pao Festival, a non-material cultur-
al heritage which has long disappeared from Lishui and its surrounding areas.
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