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Three young women in Qipao, a photo by Ma Yuanhao
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AL I A B9 5450 Qipao highlights female grace and beauty.
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A group of Chinese models show off Qipao during Shanghai Week at Chinese Pavilion at Milan World Expo 2016.
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Lin Zhiling, a celebrated beauty, in a
yellow Qipao
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Two young women dressed in Qipao
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This calendar in the 1930s features a

young woman dressed in Qipao.
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Hangzhou Loves

By Zhu Fengjuan

Hangzhou is a city in love with Qipao, a
traditional Chinese dress for women. One of
the latest evidences is the young waitresses
dressed in Qipao at the grand banquet for
VIPs attending the G20 Hangzhou Summit
on the evening of September 2016.

Although fashion experts agree that
Qipao represents the tenderness, charm
and grace of the traditional Chinese dress-
making, but they disagree with each other
about the genesis of the elegant wear. Some
say it was based on the long robe worn by
women of the ethnic Manchu before they
came south and set up the Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911). This can be understood easily.
The Manchu women did wear a robe in
this style and Qi in Qipao refers to banner,
which suggests tribes of the Manchu peo-
ple. Some argue, however, that such a robe
style for women can be traced back to the
central kingdom during the pre-Qin period,
that is, more than 2,000 years ago.

It was in the 1920s that Qipao became
very popular in China after it was officially
declared as a formal dress for state-level
ceremonies. The popularity waned in the
1950s and it was dismissed as something
of petty bourgeoisie during the Cultural
Revolution (1966-1976). Qipao made a big
comeback in the 1980s as China made its
comeback to modernization. In 1984, Qipao
was designated by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs as a formal dress for Chinese female
diplomats. In 2011, the tailoring workman-
ship of Qipao was inscribed as a national
intangible cultural heritage by the State
Council. In March 2014, China Qipao Soci-
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ety came into being and Peng Liyuan acted
as honorary president. In November 2014,
Qipao was chosen by Chinese government
as a ceremonious dress for the wives of
the state leaders attending the 22nd APEC
Summit Beijing.

Hangzhou has been in love with Qipao
for a long time. One of the tailor shops
that still custom-make the dress in the
city is Zhengxingxiang. It is 119 years old
now. The shop isn’t spacious and it can be
mistaken as a museum. In 2011, the shop
was inscribed on the third list of national
intangible cultural heritage. For these Qi-
pao makers in the city, Qipao is more than
a luxury. It is something really precious.
They put heart and soul into the making of
a Qipao.

Ye Jianying and Ye Liying are twin sis-
ters. They inherited their grandmother’s
passion for Qipao making. Their Qipao tai-
lor shop has long since grown into a fashion
factory. The twin sisters’ Weiyun is one
of the top ten fashion brands of the city. A
daughter and a son of the twin sisters are
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Qipao

A Qipao show at an exhibition

now taking over the joint venture busi-
ness. The daughter Chen Hongjin studied
fashion in college and now is in charge of
fashion design. The son Wang Zhenwei is
in charge of marketing. The young grew
up together with Qipao and are now deter-
mined to further promote the family tradi-
tion to the world.

Gui Na, a woman who studied journal-
ism in university, now operates two Qipao
boutiques in top-class hotels in downtown
Hangzhou. She has introduced some key
modifications to the tradition.

A Qipao show on the morning of Sep-
tember 17, 2016 can be a telltale sign of
how the city loves Qipao. The show was
named Qipao Beauties: A Date with West
Lake. More than 600 women used the
Broken Bridge as the standard catwalk and
featured their Qipao. They were averagely
56 years old and the oldest was 68. Their
representation wowed tourists, locals and
journalists. The 600 models gave one a clue
about how many more women in the city

own a Qipao.



