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& Scattering silkworm flowers is a ritual before the silkworm season starts in the spring in Deqing
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Local women stage a show about silk-

worm ritual.
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Grabbing scattered silkworm flowers
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Local people hold a ceremony to pay

homage to the goddess of silkworm

PRI
Local women show off how to make a
silk-padded quilt
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The cat is considered as a patron saint
of silkworms in Deqing.



Colorful Silkworm
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Customs of Deqing

By Zhou Jianghong

The 18th Silkworm Fair kicked off in De-
qing, Huzhou City, Zhejiang province under
the theme “Magic Silk Road and Beautiful
Xinshi” during the 2016 Tomb-Sweeping
Festival. The tradition of celebrating the
town’s glorious sericultural history is sec-
ond to none in China’s Jiangnan regions, in
terms of the spectacular turnout of the fes-
tivity. This time-tested tradition is believed
by the locals to be related with Fan Li, an
ancient Chinese advisor in the state of Yue
during the Spring and Autumn Period more
than 2,000 years ago and Xi Shi, one of the
renowned Four Beauties of ancient China.
The Silkworm Fair of Xinshi, held annually
during the tomb-sweeping season, is a mar-
velous footnote to the thousand-year-long
sericulture of China.

The Silkworm Trilogy

It is believed that the Silkworm Goddess
was born on December 12th (traditional
Chinese lunar calendar). It is a long-standing
tradition of the sericultural people in Xinshi
to make a snack delicacy called “jianyuan”
- colorful rice dumplings used to celebrate
the birthday of the goddess and pray for a
cocoon harvest. The dumplings are served
together with an assortment of fruits such
as sugarcane and tangerines and many other
sacrificial offerings in a special fete.

On New Year’s Eve, children from
sericultural families join a singing parade
while carrying all kinds of lanterns. Every
household lights up the family shrine. It
keeps shining throughout the night with a
candle or an oil lamp they call the “silkworm

lantern”; and everyone gets
out of bed in the wee hours
the next morning, to welcome
the new year. An intriguing
part of the tradition is a nap
following the first meal of the
day, called by the locals as
“silkworm nap”.

Such an elaborate process
that consists of singing the
“silkworm song”, lighting the
“silkworm lantern” and tak-
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ing the “silkworm nap” is the
famous silkworm trilogy of the silkworm
raisers in Xinshi.

Worshipping the Silkworm
Goddess

The silkworm farmers in Deqing are all
pious followers of the Silkworm Goddess,
believing that it is her mercy and magic
that guarantees the harvest for the year. The
elaborate sacrificial process has been sim-
plified into two steps in modern times — one
during the tomb-sweeping season and the
other after the harvesting of cocoons.

It is also an important tradition of wom-
en in Deqing to wear “silkworm flowers”
— made of red paper, throughout the silk-
worm season, to show devotion to the
Silkworm Goddess.

Silkworm Kitty and Shoe-
Shaped Gold Ingot
During the silkworm hatching season,
silkworm farmers also go out of their ways
to decorate window lattices, doors and

hatching utensils with silkworm-themed
paper-cutting works — with the cute kitty,
the shoe-shaped gold ingot and the treasure
bowl being the most popular motifs — in
hope of warding off the harassment of rats
and praying for a good yield of cocoons.

Legend has it that it was the cocoon fiber
that caused the battle between the Yan Em-
peror and Yellow Emperor in the pre-dy-
nastic times of China. Today, it is still a
tradition of the Deqing silkworm farmers
to make weapon patterns on the floor when
using lime to sterilize the cocooneries.
Meanwhile, folk entertainers and artisans
are invited by the farmers to perform sing-
ing and dancing during the hatching season.
The performers mimic different movements
in the process of the rearing of silkworms,
while singing to the accompaniment of blar-
ing gongs and drums. The songs and dances
are well-documented in many books.

The colorful silkworm-related customs of
Deqing were designated into the state-level
cultural heritages “hall of fame” in 2008.



