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Artists of Zhejiang Peking Opera Troupe celebrate on the stage after learning King Oedipus won the top award.
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“Long Sleeves” is a stunt in Peking Opera

and many other Chinese opera genres.
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The audience burst into applaud at
the Peking Opera show.
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Zhejiang Peking Opera Troupe
Wins International Award

By Liu Hui

On April 15, 2014, Zhejiang Peking Opera Troupe
staged King Oedipus in Ashgabat, capital of Turkmeni-
stan. The 2-hour performance brought down the house.
The audience burst into applaud over 50 times during the
show.

The troupe from Zhejiang was one of the troupes from
fourteen countries participating in an international ex-
perimental theater festival in Ashgabat. King Oedipus
eventually won the golden award at the festival. Since its
creation in 2007 and its first overseas show in 2008, the
experimental play has evolved from a 45-minute trial run
at the small theater into a 2-hour full-blown show and has
been staged at home and abroad more than 120 times. It
was the first golden medal the troupe won for the play.

The award-winning version is an adaption of Oedipus
the King, a Greek tragedy by Sophocles and first per-
formed in Athene in about 429 BC. The latest Peking

RELARRMM LEZMEAR  (EEK #) - ,
A show in a public square in Turkmenistan Opera version tells the same story of the hero’s downfall
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This stage photo after the performance shows Zhejiang artists and people of Turkmenistan.

despite his painstaking efforts to avoid the fate foretold . With the
script written by Sun Huizhu, director and male lead Weng Gu-
osheng choreographed the play into a showcase of the beauty and
the full bag of performing tricks of Peking Opera. In the very first
place, the play was designed to appeal to audiences of the 21st
century at home and abroad. In particular, in order to cater to inter-
national theatergoers, the play emphasizes action. In the climax in
which King Oedipus blinded himself, Weng Guosheng demonstrates
the heartbreaking moment by suddenly and forcefully thrusting the
three-meter-long blood-red sleeves into the air and using different
kinds of actions in Peking Opera.

The version highlights the difference between west and east in
aesthetics and embodies how the two different aesthetics can blend.

Before the show at Ashgabat, the Chinese Peking Opera version
of King Oedipus had been staged in various experimental theater
festivals in Shanghai, New York, Washington, Barcelona, Cyprus,
and Tokyo.

After the curtain fell, the whole theater burst into a long stand-
ing ovation. Weng Guosheng and other artists came to answer the
curtain calls again and again. Some enthusiastic audiences went
onstage to take pictures.

The Peking Opera artists from Zhejiang also wowed their fellow
artists at the festival. After the fall of the curtain, they rushed onto
the stage to congratulate Zhejiang artists on their brilliant show. A
troupe director of Tajikistan hugged Weng Guosheng and said, “Our
troupe has performed Oedipus the King before but our Chinese fel-

low artists’ performance is beautifully abstract and unexpectedly
amazing. | had tears come to my eyes while watching your show.”
A dancer from Ethiopia came backstage to examine the incredibly
long red sleeves and urgently asked Weng how to use the sleeves
onstage.

After the sensational success, Zhejiang Peking Opera Troupe
was invited to perform at Mary, the capital city of Mary Province
in Turkmenistan. It was an important outpost on the Silk Road in
ancient times. In September 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping
visited Mary during his state visit to Turkmenistan. The troupe was
happy to oblige the host with an unscheduled performance. And
artists from Zhejiang were surprised to find a warm reception at the
airport. Local government officials and people came to meet them
at the tarmac with flowers and food.

Upon the conclusion of the welcome ceremony at the airport,
Zhejiang artists learned that the audience had been waiting for them
at the theater over the past two hours. They rushed to the theater
and started preparing themselves immediately. Half an hour later,
Weng Guosheng, dressed up in the classic costume, came onstage
and began to give a small lecture about Peking Opera. He demon-
strated some of Peking Opera’s most important acting features. And
then the show began and captivated the audience immediately. After
the curtain descended, the audience burst into a 10-minute standing
ovation. After repeated bowing to the audience, Weng Guosheng
showed off the long-sleeve stunt again. The audience responded by
screaming and applauding. []
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