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A closeup of a Peking Opera
L artist
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The above is a Peking Opera artist against the back-
ground of a cityscape at night.
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Peking Opera is highly appreciated for its consum-
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A Peking Opera artist performs in the Forbidden City, a view of the 8-episode docu-
mentary
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Documentary Glimpse into History
of Peking Opera

By Niu Biao

Peking Opera, an eight-episode documen-
tary first screened on CCTV from June 3 to
10, 2013, caused a stir among Peking Opera
professionals and fans across China. The
documentary offered national audience a
glimpse into the art and history of 200-year-
old Peking Opera. It also came under fire
from critics.

I am overjoyed about the documentary.
A CCTV Peking Opera documentary is un-
precedented. It is an applaudable effort to
promote the centuries-old performance art
to younger generations of Chinese and to
international audiences. This documentary
came out at a time when an economically
prosperous China wants to promote its cul-
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The documentary enables the viewer to see how a Peking Opera troupe goes in the

Forbidden City.
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